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Topic: The Situation In Hong Kong

Committee: United Nations Security Council

A. Welcome Letter from the Student Officers

Dear Participants,

It's my utmost honour and pleasure to welcome you to KMUN'21

To introduce myself, my name is Teoman Kerki and I'm a junior at Robert College. I'll be serving

as the president of the Security Council.

In order to fully comprehend the agenda items, do not forget to do your own research as well as

carefully analyzing this very chair report. The chair board will be ready to help you whenever

you need it throughout this process. For any further questions, you may have, do not hesitate to

contact me via my e-mail address kerteo.22@robcol.k12.tr

I am looking forward to meeting you all. Get prepared to have the best four days of your life in

KMUN21!

Teoman Kerki

B. Introduction to the Committee

The Security Council is one of the six main organs of the United Nations, responsible for both

the maintenance of international peace and security as well as accepting new members to the

United Nations. Its realm of authority does not remain limited with the regulations of the



peacekeepers sent by voluntary member states as is known; Security Council also owns the

capability of the establishment of international sanctions and military operations that will be

mediated through the resolutions passed in the committee. United Nations Security Council

consists of 15 member states, 5 being permanent seat holders with veto power (the United States

of America, the United Kingdom, the French Republic, the Russian Federation and the People’s

Republic of China.) and ten non-permanent members with no veto power, selected every two

years and from different regions as to ensure the representation of all geographical regions in the

decision-making process.

C. Introduction to the Agenda Item

Hong Kong was a part of the Qing Dynasty until the end of the first Opium war. After the First

Opium War Hong Kong was ceded and became a colony of the British Empire. In 1860 after the

Second Opium War the British Empire took control of the Kowloon Peninsula, and in 1898 the

British Empire leased Hong Kong and the New Territories for 99 Years. Under British rule, Hong

Kong grew significantly and became an important place for industry and manufacturing.

After the end of the time limit of the lease, the colonies were given back to China, but because of

the Sino-British Joint Declaration, Hong Kong would be able to use its own system for 50 years.

Sino-British Joint Declaration was signed by the British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and

General Secretary of the Communist Party of China Zhao Ziyang, and it established the

constitutional foundation of the current administration in Hong Kong because within its scope

there were requirements for the enactment of the fundamental policies of Hong Kong. Basic Law

serves as the de facto constitution of Hong Kong. With the influence of British culture and

capitalism, Hong Kong established its own culture, and currently, there is a rise in people who

identify as Hong Kongers instead of Chinese which leads to further conflicts between Mainland

China and Hong Kong.

Since the 50 year transition period started the Chinese Government has been influencing the

political system, promoting the use of Mandarin and increasing censorship. The reason behind

the 2019-2020 Hong Kong protests was a controversial security bill that allowed the extradition

of fugitives from foreign countries. This raised concerns that this bill could potentially be used



for unfair trials in China’s judicial system. On 15 March 2019 a sit-in protest started at the

government headquarters. In the following days the protest grew, and on 12 June at the second

reading of the bill protests escalated into violence. In these protests police brutality and clashes

between counter-protester and protesters occured. 10,200 protesters were arrested, and on 30

June 2020 a bill against secession, subversion, terrorism and collusion with foreign or external

forces was signed. This bill undermined freedom of speech and caused more protesters to get

arrested because of promoting subversion.

Currently the protests have ended, but people are still getting trialed for protesting. Since the bill

the censorship has risen and the Chinese Government has approved another bill that reforms the

electoral system. Under the new bill elected members from Hong Kong's Geographical

constituency will fall from 35 to 20, while the size of the legislature increases from 70 to 90

seats.

D.Key Terms

Hong Konger: A native or inhabitant of Hong Kong. (Oxford Languages)

Special Administrative Region: A Special Administrative Regions (SAR) is an area that falls

under the general auspices of one country but which has maintained a separate political and

economic system. The term is most often associated with Chinese autonomous regions.

(Investopedia)

Extradition: The act of making someone return for trial to another country or state where they

have been accused of doing something illegal. (Cambridge Dictionary)

Basic Law: Basic Law is the de facto constitution of Hong Kong. (Chan Johannes,2015)

One Country Two Systems: One Country Two Systems is a constitutional principle which

protects Hong Kong's systems while being a part of China.



Treaty of Nanking: Treaty of Nanking is the treaty that was signed by The Qing Dynasty and

The British Empire in which Hong Kong was ceded.

Opium: Opium is dried latex obtained from the seed capsules of the opium poppy Papaver

Somniverum. (Drugs.com)

E.General Overview

The situation in Hong Kong dates back to the Opium Wars. The results of those conflicts are

what led to the current situation in Hong Kong. Following the Napoleonic Wars, The United

Kingdom was massively in debt, and because of the population's increasing desire for tea The

United Kingdom began to trade with The Qing Dynasty on a large scale. At first they attempted

to sell their own goods and build a trade relationship focusing on the export of technology and

information, but the Qing Dynasty was only interested in exchanging their own goods for gold

and silver. Because of this situation, the United Kingdom started to illegally sell opium in India

to Chinese smugglers in exchange for money that was to be used for buying tea and silk from the

Qing government.

In 1839 the Chinese government destroyed 20,000 bales of opium that were stored at Canton by

British merchants. Later that year a conflict broke out between these countries when a British

warship destroyed a Chinese blockade at Hong Kong. The first Opium war lasted between

1839-1842. Following the capture of Nanking on August 29 Treaty of Nanjing was signed in

which a set of adjustments to the trade policy of China were made such as the abolition of the

Canton system, a new tariff system, and Hong Kong became a crown colony of the United

Kingdom. After the Second Opium War which was fought against France and The United

Kingdom, the agreements made in the Convention of Peking paved the way for the United

Kingdom and France for larger scale of trade with the Qing Dynasty, and also caused to Qing

Dynasty to cede the Kowloon Peninsula as well as allowing cheap laborers to come, and legalize

the opium trade.



Under the British rule Hong Kong's importance grew significantly, and  it became a center for

international trade. At first Hong Kong benefited greatly from trading opium but over time the

significance dropped. When the Sino-Japanese war started at first Hong Kong also got affected

by the economic impacts of the war, but it also helped the economic growth of Hong Kong

because entrepreneurs from China fled from the war and came to Hong Kong.

After the lease period under the control of the United Kingdom ended, the Sino-British Joint

Declaration was signed, and in the declaration it was stated that Hong Kong would not be

governed by the socialist system in Mainland China, but instead would pursue their capitalist

system until 2047. The one country two systems principle was established, and the declaration

also required these policies to be written in Hong Kong Basic Law. The Hong Kong Basic Law

gives Hong Kong a high degree of autonomy and protects the right to own private property.

Currently, Hong Kongers suffer from restriction of freedom of speech, unfair trialing, declining

political power, and other problems that can be observed well in the 2019-2020 Hong Kong

protests and need to be thoroughly analyzed.

2019-2020 Hong Kong Protests

The Hong Kong Protests are a series of protests that were first organized against the proposed

Extradition Bill and are still a key to understanding the current situation in Hong Kong. The

Extradition Bill is a bill that was proposed because of a fugitive from Taiwan who killed his

girlfriend in Taiwan, however couldn't be trialed for commiting murder because there was no

Extradition agreement between Taiwan and Hong Kong. To cover this loophole this bill was

proposed, but it was not based on a mutually agreed list, it was built with a case by case basis.

This could potentially lead to Hong Kongers getting trialed in the Chinese Justice System which

before this bill was not possible.

With the increasing grip of Beijing over Hong Kong, the citizens grew concerned and organised

a protest at the government headquarters on 15 March 2019. On 9 June 2019 a demonstration

was attended by hundreds of people, followed by a protest attempting to stall the second reading

of the bill on 12 June which escalated into violence. On June 16 in response to the suspension of

the bill a larger crowd gathered to call for the complete withdrawal of the bill, and demonstrated

against the excessive use of force from Hong Kong Police on 12 June. As the protests went on,

activists laid out five demands, the withdrawal of the bill, an investigation into police brutality



and misconduct, the retraction of the official characterization of the protests as “riots”, the

release of all of the arrested protesters and the resignation of Carrie Lam with the introduction of

universal suffrage in the territory.

As time went on the protests grew and more clashes between police and protesters happened

which resulted in the arrest of over 10,000 protesters. After the Anti-Mask law the protests only

grew more violent. On 30 June 2020 a Security Bill was signed and banned secession,

subversion, terrorism, and collusion with foreign or external forces. After this bill, protesters

started to get trialed, and the protests were suppressed.

Now China has been suppressing any anti-China related speech, and for the first time Hong

Kongers were banned from commemorating the Tiananmen Square Massacre along with the

removal of any subjects relating to the massacre from school textbooks. The suppression of the

protests has given China greater influence over Hong Kong.

Freedom of Speech

Freedom of Speech in Hong Kong has been challenged by the Chinese government since 2002.

With the growing influence of Beijing, in 2020 Hong Kong placed 80th on the Press Freedom

Index, a significant drop compared to the 18th place in 2002. Before the Security Bill, Hong

Kong was a safe place for people who opposed China and speeches criticising the Chinese

Government were not suppressed, but after the handover on 1997 there was a rise in

self-censorship that was caused by fear, but still outside pressure from the Chinese government

was rare, and still there were articles criticizing the Chinese government. After the Security Bill

and the subsequent Hong Kong Protests, the Chinese government has been taking actions against

anti-Authority speech, social media and protests. The bill had a significant impact and it

eventually caused the downfall of the protests. This bill increased the power China has over

Hong Kong, and because of the vagueness of the new laws, the Chinese Government has been

arresting ex-protesters and political figures, banning slogans from the protests and revising

school textbooks deeming any material that is anti-Beijing illegal. For example on July 1 police

arrested more than 300 protesters, and 10 of them were arrested under the implementation of the

new bill. On July 29 four people were arrested under the new law, and these were the first

detentions outside of street protests. People who get arrested under the new bill could face a life

sentence in prison. Furthermore, this bill also allows the establishment of a new office in Hong



Kong controlled by Beijing. This further undermines the freedom of speech, and can potentially

cause people to be trialed under Chinese law. Under the bill people who are not citizens of Hong

Kong can also get trialed which can lead to foreigners who gave Pro-Democracy speeches or

objected to the Chinese Government's policies to get arrested.

Politics In Hong Kong

Hong Kong’s government is based on a principle called the one country two systems principle.

This principle gives Hong Kong sovereignty over its affairs excluding military management and

foreign relations. This principle enables Hong Kong to use their capitalist system while not

getting affected by China’s Socialist principles, and maintaining their own laws and policies until

2047. They have their own government and a Legislative Council, whose members are selected

from geographical and functional constituencies. The council had 70 seats, and they were equally

divided between these constituencies.  The members of the geographical constituencies are voted

by all eligible voters and are based on their location. The functional constituencies consist of 28

groups that are involved in Hong Kong's economy, and the representatives can only be voted for

by people or corporations that are related to one of these specific groups.

This system has been a topic of argument since the Basic Law states the application of the

universal suffrage as the aim of the government, but because of the functional constituencies and

its classification system which separates the voters by occupation and other classifications the

aim of universal suffrage seems impossible to achieve. One of the key demands of the protesters

in Hong Kong was universal suffrage, but this and their other demands excluding the withdrawal

of the extradition bill was not met. With the mass arrests of Pro-Democracy politicians, the

power of the movement has been reduced, and now the citizens who support these politicians are

not equally represented as the pro-Chinese, moreover with the new 2021 Hong Kong electoral

reform the universal suffrage became harder to achieve. With the reform the chair count of the

geographical constituencies has been reduced to 20 from 35, however the total number of seats in

the Legislative Council went up by 20. At the same time the Election Council's seat count

increased from 1.200 to 1.500. While this gives more representation in the Election Council, it

reduces the influence of geographical constituencies which hinders the representation of the

citizens. This could lead to the majority of the citizens not getting represented, and could be used



to increase the influence of corporations and Mainland China as well as decreasing the

Pro-Democracy Movement’s political influence. Furthermore the elections which were scheduled

to happen on 5 September 2021 were postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Some

Pro-Democrats believe in the possibility that this action might have been made to decrease the

likelihood of a Pro-Democrat majority.

Differences Between Mainland China and Hong Kong

China and Hong Kong are very different in multiple areas and these differences play a big role in

the current situation in Hong Kong. Due to Hong Kong being a former colony of the British

Empire, they have differences between culture, policies and systems. The one country two

systems principle is what restrains China from fully taking over the administration of Hong

Kong.

Economic Systems

One of the biggest differences between  Mainland China and Hong Kong is the difference

between their economic systems. Mainland China is a one party socialist republic while Hong

Kong is a capitalist state that is known for low tax rates and free trade. This difference is one of

the key reasons why Hong Kong and Mainland China’s integration is so tedious. The citizens of

Hong Kong live with capitalism and are used to it. If Mainland China cannot find a way to

successfully oversee the transition period which is until 2047 this could lead to serious problems

regarding the integration, because currently a significant part of Hong Kongers are against the

Chinese System and Authority.

Social Media

Because of social media being easily accessible in Hong Kong, Hong Kongers can access news

from the world faster and can spread their opinions more efficiently. This was one of the key

factors to why the Hong Kong Protests spread to the entire world. Mainland China is the biggest

market for social media but they don't have access to Western apps such as Twitter and

Whatsapp. This makes Chinese citizens more isolated from the world in social media.



Language and Identity

Hong Kong’s official languages are Cantonese and English. The majority of the Hong Kongers

are descendants of people from the Canton region of China, and their language is still spoken in

Hong Kong.  English comes from being a former colony of the British Empire. But Mainland

China’s official language is Mandarin and that's why a big portion of primary schools teach

Mandarin in Hong Kong. According to an article from the Economist there has been a significant

drop in people calling themselves Chinese, and especially after the Hong Kong protests a lot of

citizens started to call themselves a mixed identity or a Hong Konger.



F.Timeline Of Key Events

4 September 1839 The First Opium war started between the

British Empire and Qing Dynasty.

29 August 1842 The Treaty of Nanking was signed which

made the Qing Dynasty cede Hong Kong to

the British Empire.

8 October 1856 The Second Opium War started between

France, the British Empire and The Qing

Dynasty.

2 October 1860 The Convention of Peking took place.

24 October 1860 The Treaty of Peking was signed and the

Kowloon Peninsula was ceded to the British

Empire.

July 1, 1898 The Second Convention of Peking took

place and Hong Kong was leased for 99

years.

19 December 1984 The Sino-British Joint Declaration was

signed.

4 April 1990 The Hong Kong Basic Law was created.



1 July 1997 The Sovereignty of Hong Kong was

transferred to China.

26 September 2014 The Umbrella Revolution started.

15 December 2014 The Umbrella Revolution ended.

15 March 2019 A sit-in demonstration at the Hong Kong

government headquarters started which

would become the start of the Hong Kong

Protests.

29 March 2019 The  Fugitive Offenders and Mutual Legal

Assistance in Criminal Matters Legislation

Bill was published.

15 June 2019 The Extradition Bill gets suspended.

4 September 2019 The Extradition Bill gets withdrawn by

Carrie Lam.

4 October 2019 The Hong Kong Anti-Mask Law gets

implemented.

23 January 2020 The first case of COVID-19 in Hong Kong

gets confirmed.

30 June 2020 The Hong Kong national security law

passed.

Late 2020 The Hong Kong Protests ended.



11 March 2021 2021 Hong Kong electoral reform gets

enacted.

G.Major Parties Involved

China

China is a unitary socialist one party republic, the world's most populous country, the fastest

growing major economy and it ranks among lowest in government transparency, freedom of

press and civil liberties. Hong Kong was given back to China in 1997 with a 50 year protection

of the current state. Hong Kong is currently a part of China and is a Special Administrative

Region. Under the one country two systems principle Hong Kong protects its capitalist state until

2047, but still China has a great influence over Hong Kong. The Chinese government has the

control over the legal interpretation of the Basic Law and foreign affairs. Furthermore, the

Chinese government can apply some laws in Hong Kong under the section Annex lll, and these

laws can bypass Hong Kong’s Parliament. The New Security Bill was passed using this method

and with this bill Mainland China started to arrest protesters and Pro Democracy politicians

which eventually led to the  suppression of the protests. The current bill which Mainland China

enforces makes it significantly harder to protest and give any kind of anti-China speeches.

School materials have been scanned and got fixed according to the new Security Bill. After this

bill a 2021 electoral reform was agreed upon which decreases the number of seats geographical

constituencies have and increases the total seat count in the Legislative Council, thus decreasing

the impact of all eligible voters.



Hong Kong

Hong Kong was a former British colony, but currently is a Special Administrative Region under

the administration of China. Hong Kong was leased to the British empire for 99 years in 1898.

Its culture got severely affected by the British presence, and their  political system changed as

well. Because of the 50 year period of one country two system procedure, it has separate

economic and governing bodies from China. The majority of the people and the government are

currently divided because of the 2021 Judicial Council Reform and the New Security Bill. A

significant part of the population are having problems being represented in the Legislative

Council.  Because of this bill lots of  Pro-Democracy politicians got arrested and forced to leave

their positions along with the ongoing arrests of the protesters from the 2019-2020 Hong Kong

protests. This bill also paved the way for forming legal ground for the arrests of people who give

anti-government speeches or protest another issue.

The United States of America

The United States was a big symbol in the Hong Kong protests because of the characterisation of

the country as the land of the free, to exemplify the influence of its such image it could be

pointed out that some protesters shouted slogans about the US bringing democracy. When the

Protesters were accused of collaborating with America, former President Donald Trump said

“"At some point they are going to want to stop that. But that's between Hong Kong and that's

between China, because Hong Kong is a part of China.” but the US government still signed a bill

that ensures that Hong Kong has autonomy from China sufficient enough to trade with the US.

Currently Hong Kong doesn’t qualify for the special status under the US law because according

to the US, China has undermined Hong Kong’s autonomy. (Michelle Nichols, 28 May 2020)

The United Kingdom

The United Kingdom is a unitary parliamentary democracy and constitutional monarchy. After

the United Kingdom went to war with the Qing Dynasty because of the opium trade along with a

clash between one of its fleet and a Chinese warshi,. the Treaty of Nanking was signed in 1842.

The treaty gave The United Kingdom control over Hong Kong. In 1860 the colony expanded to



the New Territories. After the Second Opium war  in 1898 Hong Kong was leased by The UK

for 99 years. In this period of time Hong Kong embraced capitalism and the English language.

Hong Kong started to develop its government system under the British rule, and in 1984 the

Sino-British Joint Declaration was signed which protects Hong Kong's established systems for

50 years under the Chinese rule. In the Hong Kong Protests the UK did not take big decisions

regarding the protests, but still called for a dialogue and suspended its extradition treaty with

Hong Kong. This worsened the relations between China and the UK. Furthermore, the Chinese

government warned the UK of consequences if they intervened. After the protests, the UK tried

to establish a settlement scheme which allowed Hong Kongers to settle in the UK in order to

help the Hong Kongers, but after this news the Chinese Government announced that UK issued

passports were no longer recognised as valid documentation for Hong Kongers. Currently the

UK keeps a close eye on Hong Kong and semi annual reports are given to the UK parliament.

H.Previous Attempts to Solve This Issue

Hong Kong has multiple issues with democracy, universal suffrage, censorship and increasing

authority of Beijing over Hong Kong. There have been multiple attempts to solve the universal

suffrage issue such as the 2014-2015 Hong Kong Reform.The reform had multiple alternatives

written by political groups, and the key aim was universal suffrage. But this reform had big

problems with favouritism of the supporters of the Chinese government as seen from the

following example, On 24 March 2013, Qiao Xiaoyang, chairman of the Law Committee under

the National People's Congress Standing Committee (NPCSC) stated that Chief Executive

candidates must be persons who love the country and Hong Kong, who do not insist on

confronting the central government. Observers stated that Qiao's comment was to screen out

candidates from the opposition pro-democracy camp. On March 21st 2013 a campaign for an

element of civil nomination in the Chief Executive elections was started. The bill was rejected 28

votes to 8. The Hong Kong Protests were also an attempt to solve the issues but after the new

Security Bill which led to increased influence of Mainland China, the arrests of political figures

and the increase in censorship. In 2020 the protests ended with the protesters only achieving  one

of their key demands.



I.Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/218/47/pdf/G2021847.pdf?OpenEl

ement

J.Possible Solutions

Currently Hong Kong has problems with freedom of speech, democracy, arrests of political

figures, universal suffrage and other rights. To solve these issues first the history and roots of

these issues should be looked at and analyzed. Hong Kong has a very complicated and different

system and the relationships of this country with the United Kingdom and China plays a

significant role in Hong Kong’s current situation. After the analysis, previous attempts to solve

these issues should be researched and the reason they couldn’t be implemented effectively should

be understood. One example of a problem that was tried to be resolved is universal suffrage. This

problem has been tried to be solved many times, but because of issues such as support of

anti-democracy, favoritism and the influence of Mainland China it is yet to be resolved. The

aforementioned problem must be solved without any outside influence and should be up to the

citizens of Hong Kong. To help with this, media coverage should be increased and the voices of

the citizens must be heard. There should be attempts to strengthen the freedom of speech, and the

autonomy of Hong Kong should be protected.

K. Further Reading

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Opium-Wars

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2019/08/26/almost-nobody-in-hong-kong-under-30-identifies-

as-chinese

https://www.insightguides.com/destinations/asia-pacific/china/southern-china/hong-kong/historical-highli

ghts

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/10/world/asia/hong-kong-extradition-bill.html

https://qz.com/1635504/everything-you-need-to-know-about-hong-kongs-extradition-law/

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/218/47/pdf/G2021847.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/218/47/pdf/G2021847.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Opium-Wars
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2019/08/26/almost-nobody-in-hong-kong-under-30-identifies-as-chinese
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2019/08/26/almost-nobody-in-hong-kong-under-30-identifies-as-chinese
https://www.insightguides.com/destinations/asia-pacific/china/southern-china/hong-kong/historical-highlights
https://www.insightguides.com/destinations/asia-pacific/china/southern-china/hong-kong/historical-highlights
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/10/world/asia/hong-kong-extradition-bill.html
https://qz.com/1635504/everything-you-need-to-know-about-hong-kongs-extradition-law/
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