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Topic: Addressing the negligence of the international community upon

the climate crisis with a special emphasis on the implementation of the

Paris Climate Agreement

Committee: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

A. Welcome Letter from the Student Officer

Very Distinguished Participants,

I am very honored to serve as your President Chair in the eighth edition of Kabataş Model

United Nations Conference. I am Yağmur Eda Çelik, and I am completing my junior year in

Istanbul Saint Joseph French High School. I have very high expectations and am very excited to

meet you and to witness this week of enriching debates. I hope you have a great experience from

this conference, gain courage, have fun, despite the fact that we have to unite online and most

importantly learn about the different situations our world is currently in.

In our committee, United Nations Development Programme we will be tackling the issues

“Addressing the negligence of the international community upon the climate crisis with a special

emphasis on the implementation of the Paris Climate Agreement” and “Eradicating the overuse

of single-use items with special emphasis on the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on said

issue”. These issues impose great significance as they are current and affect every single one of

us in our daily lives. The Paris Climate Agreement, being a landmark in the multilateral climate

change process, and an agreement that brings all nations into a common cause to combat climate

change is being neglected and withdrawn by countries. On the other hand, the  case of overusing

single-use items, which are dangerous both for the environment and human health, especially

amid COVID, as people tend to use single-use products claiming they’re more sanitary.

Although, that is not the case as they can be touched also by many people and reusables which

are more eco-friendly and sustainable can be as sanitary as single-use.

With that being said, I expect all delegates to come prepared, be in accordance with their

countries’ stances, read carefully the study guides and participate as much as they can. Don’t

forget that we are students for students and you can ask us anytime anytime. I’m looking



forward to meeting you all and embracing fruitful debates together!

Yağmur Eda Çelik

B. Introduction to the Committee

"UNDP works in about 170 countries and territories, helping to achieve the eradication of

poverty and the reduction of inequalities and exclusion. We help countries to develop policies,

leadership skills, partnering abilities, institutional capabilities, and build resilience in order to

sustain development results." (Official Website of UNDP) In the course of history, civilizations

progressed unceasingly. However, the modern-day has also shown up with its own

consequences, triggering the recent global issues. In that respect, the UNDP's goal is to

overcome such recent obstacles by enhancing global awareness and gradually setting up

international communities upon serious challenges against global welfare. For this purpose,

UNDP released two major, solution-oriented projections: "2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development " and "UNDP Strategic Plan 2018-2021". Hereby, the program has set the

standards and revealed the most basic know-how for a sustainable and thriving future.

C. Introduction to the Agenda Item

Even if it seems that the Global Climate Crisis has recently emerged from obscurity, it has been

on the agenda of humankind for more than 100 years. The major cause of the climate crisis,

"The Greenhouse Effect" was already discovered in 1896. However, the world is still reluctant

to act against the issue with a full-scale approach. As the average global temperature anomaly

augments, so increases the human welfare and the GDP per capita.

After all, it turns out that humankind either has to find a way to maintain the increasing growth

without triggering the rise of global average temperature or face the distinct consequences.

Although the threats seem imminent, most of them are still unknown or neglected. Such

negligence may be hard the grasp at first sight, but it is still the reality of the present-era for a

considerable time. In this study guide, I will try to help you break down the significant causes

of this aforementioned negligence by observing both the past and present times of climate

change awareness and its influences on modern-day politics and social life.



D. Key Terms

Global Warming - Climate Change:

“Global warming refers to the long-term warming of the planet. Climate change encompasses global
warming, but refers to the broader range of changes that are happening to our planet, including rising

sea levels; shrinking mountain glaciers; accelerating ice melt in Greenland, Antarctica, and the Arctic;

and shifts in flower/plant blooming times.” (NASA) These terms are often used interchangeably.

Whereas global warming is an increase in the surface temperature and climate change is the long-term

change in Earth’s climate.

Global Surface Temperature/Global Average Temperature:

The Global Average Temperature in other words, the Global Surface Temperature is calculated with

the average values of thermometers slightly above the ground or sea, and infrared sensing to measure

the temperature right at the Earth's surface (or “skin temperature”). The global standard value is

considered as 14 degrees Celsius. Yet, the world has heated up more than 0.7 degrees Celsius in the

last century, increasing the Global Average Temperature to, approximately, 14,8 degrees Celsius.

Greenhouse Effect:

As the radiation from the sun rays approach earth’s atmosphere, most of it gets absorbed and converted

into heat. However the unabsorbed portion gets reflected and re-emitted by the greenhouse gases to the

atmosphere, stalling on the surface of earth. This way, the atmosphere gets heated more than necessary.



Some greenhouse gases naturally exist, however the overload of it, caused by human activity, gives

lead to an undesirable increase of the effect.

Paris Agreement:

It was an agreement signed between the 197 party members of the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change to set ambitious future plans and goals for each signatory to halt the

global temperature rise at most at 2 degrees Celsius with a further suggestion on limiting it below 1,5

degrees Celsius as the prior goal should be considered as the upper limit. Besides the future pledges of

each signatory state, which can be seen in part “Further Reading”, the agreement gave an assisting role

to countries with broader economic capabilities to deal with the causes of climate change, so that the

developing countries could also strengthen their abilities to stand against greenhouse gas emission, and

so climate change. Another key element of the agreement was the enhancement of transparency

amongst the signatory states, creating a global framework for worldwide solutions. It should not

escape our notice that the signatories are not obliged to abide by the “ambitious goals” they have set

and  corresponding to these goals are a matter of free will.

GDP per capita:
It divides the Gross Domestic Product, arguably the total economic output, i.e. income, of one country

to number of its citizens. Thus it measures a country’s standard of living.

Fossil Fuel Emission:

The utilization of fossil fuels

prospered the industry, i.e. the

life standards of humankind.

Despite that, it remains as a

double-edged sword for future

benefits, as it is one of the main

causes of the emergence of

greenhouse gases. The fossil

fuels are looked likely to be

replaced with alternative energy

sources. The rates of fossil fuel

emission are crucial to measure



how much the global industry considers climate change as a threat.

Carbon Budget:

“Carbon budget” or “emissions budget”, “emissions quota”, “allowable emissions” is an upper limit of

total carbon dioxide emissions, in order to stay below the global temperature increase limit of 2

degrees  Celsius, considered within the Paris Agreement.

Green-Tech:

Green-Tech is the umbrella term, regarding the generation of environmentally-friendly energy and

devices to consume and produce “green” energy.

E. General Overview

Paris Agreement

On December 12, 2015, the Parties to United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (check

“Background of "Process and Meetings" hosted by United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change” in part “Further Reading for detailed info) agreed upon signing the Paris Agreement. This was

an undoubted milestone in world politics, since it would bring all the nations together for a common,

preliminary cause of keeping the global average temperature rise below 2 degrees Celsius during this

century, however a safe 1,5 degrees Celsius goal was set because 2 degrees Celsius was considered as

the last ditch stand from a catastrophic future. The agreement was suggesting the economically

developed countries to vanguard in actions regarding the decrease of greenhouse gas emissions and

assist the developing countries for further contribution. Each signatory country would set a clear and

concrete goal, which would be non-binding, to ensure their efforts on reducing the greenhouse gas

emissions (the Submissions/Pledges and Current Status of each country is given in “Further Reading”)

23 Articles and  139 clauses were given in this manner:

Long-term temperature goal (Art. 2) – The Paris Agreement, in seeking to strengthen the global

response to climate change, reaffirms the goal of limiting global temperature increase to well below 2

degrees Celsius, while pursuing efforts to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees.

Finance, technology and capacity-building support (Art. 9, 10 and 11) – The Paris Agreement reaffirms

the obligations of developed countries to support the efforts of developing country Parties to build clean,

climate-resilient futures, while for the first time encouraging voluntary contributions by other Parties.



Provision of resources should also aim to achieve a balance between adaptation and mitigation. In

addition to reporting on finance already provided, developed country Parties commit to submit

indicative information on future support every two years, including projected levels of public finance.

The agreement also provides that the Financial Mechanism of the Convention, including the Green

Climate Fund (GCF), shall serve the Agreement. International cooperation on climate-safe technology

development and transfer and building capacity in the developing world are also strengthened: a

technology framework is established under the Agreement and capacity-building activities will be

strengthened through, inter alia, enhanced support for capacity building actions in developing country

Parties and appropriate institutional arrangements. Climate change education, training as well as public

awareness, participation and access to information (Art 12) is also to be enhanced under the Agreement.

On one hand, the agreement was enormously positive as the French foreign minister Laurent Fabius

called it “a historic turning point.”. On the other hand, the agreement has also seen lots of criticism,

mostly by the former US President Donald Trump, because some did not acclaim the vanguarding role

of economically developed countries and renounced it by saying that it would impose an unfair burden

on these states, funding the actions of developing countries on reducing the greenhouse gas emission.

What would happen if the targets are not reached?

NASA, citing from the report of the UN-branch, The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,

roughly categorizes the projected consequences, if the common goal of 2 degrees Celsius is not



reached  in this century:

Temperature Extremes

Most land regions will see more hot days, especially in the tropics. At 1.5 degrees Celsius warming,

about 14 percent of Earth’s population will be exposed to severe heatwaves at least once every five

years, while at 2 degrees warming that number jumps to 37 percent. Extreme heatwaves will become

widespread at 1.5 degrees Celsius warming. Limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius would reduce the

number of people frequently exposed to extreme heatwaves by about 420 million, with about 65

million fewer people exposed to exceptional heatwaves. At Earth’s mid-latitudes, the hottest days will

be up to 3 degrees Celsius (5.4 degrees Fahrenheit) hotter at 1.5 degrees Celsius warming and up to 4

degrees Celsius (7.2 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer at 2 degrees Celsius warming. The warmest extreme

temperatures will be in Central and Eastern North America, Central and Southern Europe, the

Mediterranean (including Southern Europe, Northern Africa and the near-East), Western and Central

Asia and Southern Africa. Longer warm spells will affect many densely populated regions. At

warming

above 1.5 degrees Celsius, twice as many megacities as today are likely to become heat stressed,

potentially exposing 350 million more people by 2050. At 2 degrees Celsius warming, the deadly

heatwaves India and Pakistan saw in 2015 may occur annually.

Cold — In Earth’s high latitudes, the coldest nights will be about 4.5 degrees Celsius (8.1 degrees

Fahrenheit) warmer at 1.5 degrees of warming, compared to about 6 degrees Celsius (10.8 degrees

Fahrenheit) warmer at 2 degrees of warming. Arctic land regions will see cold extremes warm by as

much as 5.5 degrees Celsius (9.9 degrees Fahrenheit) at 1.5 degrees Celsius warming or less, while at

warming of 1.5 to 2 degrees Celsius, cold extremes will be up to 8 degrees Celsius (14.4 degrees

Fahrenheit)  warmer. Cold spells will also be shorter.” (NASA Global Climate Change Website)

Water

Within an excess from 2 degrees Celsius 61

million inhabitants in urban population, would

further experience severe drought and water

shortage. Today, 1.42 billion people – including

450 million children – live in areas of high or

extremely high water vulnerability. (UNICEF,
2021)

Furthermore, floods are a damaging  outcome of

https://www.unicef.org/media/95241/file/water-security-for-all.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/95241/file/water-security-for-all.pdf


climate change and they are as concerning as the drought.

It’s mainly because of the water rise

throughout the seas and oceans of the world.

With so many crowded and profitable cities

found with threat of sinking, floods would not

only hit the ghost islands and plain fields but

also centers of world trade and housing.Extreme

precipitation, mostly on tropical areas, has the

possibility to hit agricultural centers, and cause

food shortages throughout the world.
Source: NASA

Impacts on Biodiversity and Ecosystems

At 1.5 degrees Celsius warming, 6 percent of the insects, 8 percent of the plants and 4 percent of the

vertebrates will see their climatically determined geographic range reduced by more than half. With

extreme weather conditions in ecologically rich fields, many special would be harmed and get extinct,

disrupting the ecosystem. As biodiversity diminishes, there will be broad impacts. Disturbances in the

food chain may incredibly influence biological systems as well as humankind's capacity to take care of

a steadily developing populace. Changes in acidity levels of oceans and melting of glaciers are also seen

as  mortal threats on the sustainable existence of humankind on earth.

Heat-Related Illness and Mortality

With a possible global temperature rise of more than 2 degrees Celsius, the cities would get affected by

the urban heat island effect, which would heat the urban areas of a land far more than the rural sides. The

risks differ between urban areas with strong and weak infrastructure as the heat-related illnesses such as

heat rash, heat cramps, heat exhaustion or heat stroke would arise. It seems that the most vulnerable

part of the population would be people taking medications on a regular basis and the ones who are

chronically diseased.

F. Timeline of Key Events

1896 Svante Arrhenius calculated the effect of a doubling atmospheric carbon

dioxide, the Initiation of to be an increase in surface temperatures of 5–6

degrees Celsius, which would later be named as the Greenhouse Effect.



1938 British engineer Guy Stewart Callendar compiles temperature statistics in

a variety of regions and finds that over the previous century the mean

temperature had risen markedly. He also discovers that CO2 levels had

risen 10 percent during the same period. He concludes that CO2 was the

most likely  reason for the rise in temperature.

1958 Geochemist Charles Keeling monitors CO2 levels in the atmosphere. After

only two years of measurements in Antarctica an increase is visible. The

graph becomes widely known as the Keeling Curve and becomes an icon

of global warming debate and continues to chart the year on year rise in

CO2  concentrations to this day.

April 22, 1970 The first “Earth Day” takes place across the USA.

February 12–23 1979 The first “World Climate Conference” to be held in Geneva, Switzerland.

1987 The hottest year on record.

March 1989 The Climate Action Network was established.

June 3–14, 1992 The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development,

namely the Earth Summit took place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. With

delegations of 172 various UN member states, it was the first international

meeting to focus  on global warming.

1995 The hottest year on record.

December 11, 1997 The Kyoto Protocol was signed. Industrialized countries agree to cut their

emissions of six key greenhouse gases by an average of 5.2 percent.

2001 The US President George W. Bush renounced the Kyoto Protocol, saying it

would not match the government's economic benefits .

November 4, 2016 Paris Agreement was signed between 195 parties, 189 of them ratifying it.

Agreement was calling upon the signatories to take action in order to keep

the global average temperature rise below 2 degrees Celsius in 21th

century.



June 2017 The US President Donald Trump renounced the Paris Agreement, saying it

would not match the government's economic benefits.USA can not legally

withdraw from the agreement before November 4, 2020, four years after

the Agreement came into effect in the United States and coincidentally one

day after the 2020 U.S. presidential election.

August 2018-present Greta Thunberg sat in front of the Swedish Parliament for three weeks,

starting the Fridays For Future Movement. The Climate Strikes still

continue.

March 2020 The European Union presented its long-term strategy to achieve a

climate-neutral EU by 2050. (2050 Long-term strategy)

November  2020 The United States formally withdrew from the Paris Climate Agreement,

which took place on the following day of the presidential election.

December 2020 2020 was announced the hottest year on record, beating the previous record

of 2016.

January 2021 The current president of the United States Joe Biden rejoined the Paris

Climate Agreement;  on his first day in office, hours after becoming

president.

G. Major Parties Involved

China

As an ambitious developing

country and a gigantic

industrial force, China tops

the current ratings on

greenhouse gas emissions.

The government ratified the

Paris Agreement together

with the USA on April 1,

2016. The 13th Five-Year

Plan, enacted in 2016, aims



to reduce carbon intensity

by 18% by 2020, as well as

to enlarge the portion of

renewable energy to total energy, to 15%. According to the World Bank, 'China is one of a few

countries in the world that have been rapidly increasing its forest cover. It is managing to

reduce air and water pollution." However, approximately 70 percent of the primary energy

needs are still provided by coal, and the country also ranks the 1st in coal production rates. The

environmentally-friendly policies have just recently become a priority for China, and it seems

that such policies should at least proceed the same way for a considerable time if concrete

progress is aimed. The coastal lines and inhabitants of China are also at stake within a rise of

50-70 cm in sea levels.

Recently, China and the US stated that they were cooperating and committed to working together with other

countries to tackle climate change. This has utmost importance on climate action, thus the US and China take

the lead on greenhouse gas emission rate. Floods have been a frequently encountered problem in China.1

These floods are often caused by intense precipitation, which is due to climate change. In 2020, floods

had caused severe damage. “Starting on June 2, 2020, authorities in China issued alerts for heavy rainfall for

41 consecutive days. As of August 13, at least 219 people had been killed, 0·82 million people needed

emergency assistance, 4·01 million people were evacuated, and 63·46 million people were affected by the

flooding. Flooding has destroyed nearly 0·4 million homes and damaged 5 million hectares of farmland. ”2

China needs to take immediate precautions to prevent further floods and other natural disasters caused by

climate change, considering the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

United States of America

The US comes as the 2nd in greenhouse gas emissions rate, right behind China. The stance of the US carries

utmost importance, with its emissions rates and economy, to take impactful action and compensate the needs of

developing countries to assist their contribution.

2 Floods in China, COVID-19, and climate change. (2020). Floods in China, COVID-19, and Climate
Change, 4(10), 1. https://doi.org/10.1016/S2542-5196(20)30203-5

1 U.S.-China Joint Statement Addressing the Climate Crisis. (2021, April 17). US Department of State.
https://www.state.gov/u-s-china-joint-statement-addressing-the-climate-crisis/

https://doi.org/10.1016/S2542-5196(20)30203-5
https://www.state.gov/u-s-china-joint-statement-addressing-the-climate-crisis/


Yet the country had negatively surprised the world twice: first, by renouncing the Kyoto Protocol in 2001 and

then the Paris Agreement in 2016 (see "Timeline of Key Events" part). In September 2019, the Trump

administration replaced the Obama-era Clean Power Plan with the Affordable Clean Energy rule, which does

not cap emissions.

The United States of America’s stance has drastically changed in the past year with the 2020 presidential

election.

The former US president Trump reasoned the withdrawal from the Paris agreement with indicating it would

damage the US economy.

On the other hand, President Joe Biden had an exceedingly different stance. He is known as a pioneer in the

climate change area. He wrote one of the first climate change bills ever introduced in the US.

The Biden Plan for Clean Energy Revolution and Environmental Justice has a strategy of taking action in a

science-based manner. “The Biden Plan will ensure the US achieves a 100% clean energy economy and reaches

net-zero emissions no later than 2050.” states the Biden Harris administration. With investments in clean

energy and climate change research and innovation, partnering with local universities and labs, and building

climate resilience plans while compensating the damage created by prior actions; he claims to achieve this goal

latest by 2050.

On January 20, on his first day in office, President Biden signed the instrument to bring the United States back

into the Paris Agreement( check “The Timeline of Events”) and implemented the Biden Plan, which aims to be

a power of example to the rest of the world for climate action.

On the contrary to the Trump administration, Biden stands by that climate action will empower the US

economy by introducing 10 Million good-paying jobs and will provide sustainable development.

On the other hand, the "Clean Air Act," one of the most comprehensive environmental acts in history to control

air pollution on the national level, was adopted in 1963. Campaigns such as "New Energy for America" led by

the Obama authorization, had a positive impact against fossil fuel emission, throughout the country. Regional

Climate Change Initiatives and policies such as the Clean Energy Standard (CES), adopted by the majority of

states, helped to raise public awareness and augment entrepreneurship possibilities for renewable energy

resources. Thus, the US is still one of the most profitable and preferred markets for Green-Tech.

India

As another economically developing country, India's situation just summarizes the

international debate upon the climate crisis. Observing the economically developed countries'

methods to prosper, India decided to implement the same plan by lying heavily on strong

industry and fossil fuel resources. However, with the discovery of the harm, fossil fuel



resources give to the environment, India is seen as one of the prominent suspects of the climate

crisis. India emits the 7 percent of total CO2, and rank the third biggest emitter of greenhouse

gases in recent years. In 2020 surprisingly, India is one of the few countries that is on track of

meeting the expectations of the Paris Climate Agreement. India already reduced its emissions

rates by 21%, given its target was to reduce the rate by 35%. ( December 12, 2020. The website

of NRDC) India has shown significant improvement even as a developing country and3

expects the developed countries to act accordingly.

"India will work with Coalition countries to adopt cleaner energy sustainable production and

consumption patterns and environment-friendly transport, agriculture, industry and waste

management to promote clean air," Minister Javadekar said, as India joined the Climate and

Clean Air Coalition. With the recent increase of the carbon tax, the government plans to raise

further awareness, since India is one of the countries to get deeply affected by climate change

already. The temperatures hit more than 50 degrees Celsius and caused deaths in the area.

Furthermore, the projections on rising sea levels have shown that India is in danger of losing

10- 50 millions of its population in case of a 50-70 cm rise in sea levels(see the infographic

above).

European Union (EU)

The EU, comprising 28 states, is in the top 4 of the greenhouse emitters list (see the graphic below.). It is well

known for its environmentally friendly programs and policy-making capability. "The EU is committed to

reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 40% below 1990 levels by 2030 while improving energy

efficiency by 27% and increasing the share of renewable energy sources to 27% of final consumption."

(Website of European Parliament). In December 2019, the EU leaders announced the European Green Deal, the

target of accomplishing a “Climate Neutral EU” by 2050. The main goal of climate neutrality is to emit less and

absorb more. In hand-to-hand with the Paris Agreement, the EU Member States planned their development

strategies, to accomplish long-term low emissions. “The Council transmitted its submission on the nationally

determined contribution (NDC) of the EU and its member states to the UNFCCC. The Council approved the

submission on 17 December 2020. The submission contains an updated and enhanced target of at least a

3 Joshi, A. J. (2020, December 12). Climate Action: All Eyes on India. Nrdc.Org.
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/anjali-jaiswal/climate-action-all-eyes-india

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/anjali-jaiswal/climate-action-all-eyes-india


55% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 compared to 1990, following the guidance of the

European Council given on 11 December 2020.” (Website of European Parliament) 4

The European Climate Change Programme (ECCP) was launched in June 2000 by the European Union's

European Commission, to avoid climate change and mold public opinion on it, with the main goal of creating

strategies to implement the Kyoto Protocol throughout the Union. Another significant maneuver was the EU

Emissions Trading System, a binding policy to regulate the trade of goods, emitting greenhouse gases.

Australia

Australia is presumably the most harmed country from climate change yet. With an extraordinary increase in

Global Average Temperature(see the graphic below.) and the unceasing fires mostly in the rural areas of the

country, 10.3 estimated hectares of forests were lost. That's mainly because of the unexpectedly strong positive

Indian Ocean Dipole caused by the deterioration of the heat balance in the Indian Ocean (you can get the

detailed info in part "Further Reading"). However, the recent policies of the Scott Morrison authorization are in

dispute, since the unconditional support on coal exports (Australia is the second biggest coal exporter of the

world.) by the government, casts a shadow over the environmentally-friendly intentions. PM Scott Morrison

commented on the topic: "Our climate policy settings are to meet and beat the emissions reduction targets."

However, the UN Emissions Gap Report 2018 notes quite the contrary: "There has been no improvement in

Australia's climate policy since 2017 and emission levels for 2030 are projected to be well above the target." In

2020 Australia struggled with one of the worst wildfire disasters in modern history. Considering Australia’s

extreme biodiversity; the damage caused was drastic. The wildlife and the ecosystem had been extremely

harmed. Overall, Australia's actions as a clear victim of climate change play a key role in raising awareness and

reaching global targets against the horrible effects of climate change.

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

"The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading global environmental

authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation of

4 European Council Council of the European Union. (n.d.). Paris Agreement on climate change.
Https://Www.Consilium.Europa.Eu/.
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/climate-change/paris-agreement/

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/climate-change/paris-agreement/


the environmental dimension of sustainable development within the United Nations system,

and serves as an authoritative advocate for the global environment." (Official Website of

UNEP) The climate change stands as one of the seven broadic schemes of UNEP, publishing

reports and  working in the field to spot and overcome the dangers of climate change.

Climate Action Network (CAN)

The Climate Action Network (CAN) is the unity of all legal Non-Governmental Organizations

(NGOs) (1300 NGOs over 120 countries) embracing the common purpose of raising awareness

for the accelerating global temperature rise, and so the climate change. All party members

willingly spread information, with various methods such as, joining in protests and setting

meetings with diplomats and working in fields with risk of natural disasters, triggered by the

climate change. Established in 1989, CAN remains as one of oldest NGOs to tackle issues

regarding the climate change. Delegates may consider taking support from such NGOs while

writing their resolutions.

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

“The UNFCCC secretariat (UN Climate Change) is the United Nations entity tasked with

supporting the global response to the threat of climate change.” (Official Website of UNFCCC)

The UNFCCC is the parent agreement to the Kyoto Protocol and The Paris Climate

Agreement. It assists the parties to implement the actions of the Kyoto Protocol and The Paris

Agreement.

Recently (1 February 2021) they have announced the Regional Climate Weeks of 2021, 2022.

The aim of the Regional Climate Weeks is to improve the implementation of the Paris Climate

Agreement in a regional base.

H. Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

As said before, climate change had been a true reality of this planet for quite a long time and

the humankind is informed of it. There has also been several agreements signed between

member states of the UN, planning to tackle issue. However, a full-scale approach is still not

reached and there are still member states, not wishing to contribute to the international

assistance. If political leaders are not agreeing on cooperation, it will be even harder to create

an international community from the a public on which they have an influence. The science is



developing so rapid that we can foresee the outcome of our negligence. With all the

information and international documents as the Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement at hand,

we have achieved to create the framework for this issue. That must lead the diplomacy to take

further actions for  an environmentally-friendly world.

I. Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events

Selected Security Council Resolutions

14 SEPTEMBER 2005 S/RES/1625 This was a declaration on the effectiveness of the Security

Council's role in conflict prevention, reaffirming the need to adopt a broad strategy to conflict

prevention, which addresses the root causes of armed conflict in a comprehensive manner, including by

promoting  sustainable development.

9 DECEMBER 2002 S/RES/1448 This resolution ended all sanctions against UNITA in Angola.

19 OCTOBER 2001 S/RES/1374 This resolution requested the monitoring mechanism to provide the

Committee within 60 days of the adoption of this resolution with a detailed action plan for its future

work.  Selected Security Council Presidential Statements

28 JULY 2014 S/PRST/2014/14 This presidential statement prohibited illicit oil trade as a source of

revenue for terrorists in Iraq and Syria.

20 JULY 2011 S/PRST/2011/15 This was a presidential statement on climate change.

25 JUNE 2007 S/PRST/2007/22 This presidential statement was on the role of natural resources in

conflict.

11 SEPTEMBER 2009 A/64/350 This was the report addressed to the General Assembly on climate

change and its possible security implications.

Selected Secretary-General's Reports



25 OCTOBER 2011 S/2011/661 This report on protection of Somali natural resources and waters and

alleged illegal fishing and dumping was requested by resolution 1976. Selected Security Council Letters

26 FEBRUARY 2021 FCCC/PA/CMA/2021/2 This is a synthesis report by the secretariat about nationally

determined contributions under the paris agreement.

19 FEBRUARY 2021 SG/SM/20588 This was a statement by the Secretary- General to welcome the United

States into rejoining Paris Climate Agreement.

4 FEBRUARY 2019 S/2019/113 This was the summary of the 25 January open debate on “Addressing

the impacts of climate-related disasters on international peace and security”.

17 JANUARY 2019 S/2019/73 This letter transmitted the summary of the joint meeting of the ECOSOC

and the PBC on linkages between climate change and challenges to peacebuilding and sustaining peace

in the Sahel, held on 13 November 2018.

2 JANUARY 2019 S/2019/1 This was the concept note for the open debate on the theme “Addressing

the impacts of climate-related disasters on international peace and security”. Selected Security Council

Meeting Records

25 JANUARY 2019 S.PV/8451 This was a Council open debate focused on addressing the impact of

climate-related disasters on international peace and security.

16 OCTOBER 2018 S/PV.8372 Security Council briefing on the role of natural resources as a root cause

of conflict.

11 JULY 2018 S/PV.8307 This was a debate on climate-related security risks chaired by Swedish

Minister  of Foreign Affairs Margot Wallström. Selected Security Council Press Statements

20 OCTOBER 2006 SC/8856 The Council expressed its decision to not renew timber sanctions against

Liberia.

5 JUNE 2003 SC/7778 The Council expressed its decision to not renew diamond sanctions against

Sierra  Leone which had expired on 4 June. Selected General Assembly Documents

11 SEPTEMBER 2009 A/64/350 This was the report addressed to the General Assembly on climate

change and its possible security implications.

3 JUNE 2009 A/RES/63/281 This resolution invited UN organs to consider the issue of climate change



within their mandates.

3 JUNE 2009 A/63/PV.85 This was a meeting on a draft resolution entitled “Climate change and its

possible security implications.”

Selected Human Rights Council Documents

21 MARCH 2011 A/HRC/17/31 This included the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.

Selected Other Documents

15 MARCH 2011 FCCC/CP/2010/7/Add.1 This was a report of the Conference of the Parties on its

sixteenth session, held in Cancun from 29 November to 10 December 2010.

30 MARCH 2010 FCCC/CP/2009/11/Add.1 This was the report of the Conference of the Parties on its

fifteenth session, held in Copenhagen from 7 to 19 December 2009.

11 DECEMBER 1997 Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, This was

the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

J. Possible Solutions

Much related to the 1st, 7th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th Sustainable Development Goal of the

UNDP, the committee must act totally liable in terms of climate change. The essential lacking point

against the formation of a proper international community is not that climate change is yet untold, it is

the human psychology and international discourse in many ways to let people avoid such a fatal

problem. This could be achieved with unseen methods of publication and the search for a heftier

discourse overall. The recently born movements and a widespread activism throughout the young

generation, one must also make sure to impose a healthy background information, so that it could differ

from a temporary eagerness and gain a valuable methodology. It should not be forgotten that, the

negligence of the public goes in parallel with the governments’ behaviour. That’s why both the social

and the diplomatic aspects should be taken into  account.

K. Further Reading

● Website of UNDP

● Background of "Process and Meetings" hosted by United Nations Framework Convention on

Climate Change

● Submissions of 165 States on Environmentally-Friendly Actions

○ "Country Climate Pledge Tracker" by carbonbrief.com



● "Climate Change" by United Nations Environment Programme(UNEP)

● “Climate change: what the EU is doing” by European Council Council of the European Union ●

Website of "Climate Central: Researching and reporting the science and impacts of climate

change"

● Website of Climate Reality Project

● A Collection of Statista's Infographics on Climate Change

● "Australia fires: A visual guide to the bushfire crisis" by BBC

● https://joebiden.com/climate-plan/

● https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_663

● https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en

● https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/News/Pages/national_adaptation_plans.aspx
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