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A. Welcome Letter from the Student Officer

Dear Participants,

It's with great pleasure and honour to welcome you to the 8th session of Kabataş Model United

Nations Conference.

To introduce myself, my name is Nazlı Gül Akgil and I’m an 11th grader at Saint Joseph French High

School. This is my 3rd year in MUN and indeed, I rarely spent my weekends without a MUN

conference. This year in KMUN, I’ll be serving as the President chair of the SPECPOL committee.

Research reports play a crucial role in MUN conferences so read this report carefully and make sure

you have done your own research regarding your policies. I am here to help you, so you can contact

me before or during the conference via gul.akgil@sj.k12.tr .

I am looking forward to meeting you all at the online edition of KMUN’21.

Nazlı Gül Akgil

B. Introduction to the Committee



"The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) considers a broad range of

issues covering a cluster of five decolonization-related agenda items, the effects of atomic radiation,

questions relating to information, a comprehensive review of the question of peacekeeping operations

as well as a review of special political missions, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for

Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the Report of the Special Committee on Israeli

Practices and International cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space. In addition to these annual

items, the Committee also considers the items on Assistance in mine action and University for peace

biennially and triennially, respectively."

C. Introduction to the Agenda Item

The inauspiciousness in the democratic system in Northeast Europe, mainly in Belarus, is a

deep-rooted issue which sparked political action such as the protest in August 2020. Aleksandr

Lukashenko, who has been in power since 1994, was accused of election fraud by the opposition

party: Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya.

Lukashenko held his position as Europe's longest-serving ruler with information control, political

repression, and economic stability. President Lukashenko has held economic stability through

relations with Russia. This stability was promising to Belarusians who grew up in the Soviet Union

and lacked the experience of political freedom in the first place.

As stated, the deficiency in the democratic system is no newfound problem. The election fraud

rumors, persecution of the opposition figures, accusations to independent media, violation of human

rights, restrictions on the internet indicate the lack of democracy among the nation. What sparked

action was the mismanagement of the COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing economic stagnation.

After being told that there was election fraud, the public was on the streets seeking their right to vote

and elect the president. Throughout the protests, police brutality and the exploitation of the right to

protest have been observed. Peaceful protesters were prosecuted, beaten up, and fired from their jobs

and claimed to be 'foreign-backed revolutionizers' who aimed to destabilize the nation.

The citizens are across cities and towns utilizing their right to protest, calling upon a revolution for a

democratic nation, where the public's voice isn't misrepresented, exploited, and silenced. The turmoil

of the electoral system and democracy is a significant problem and demands immediate resolution. In

this agenda item, this turmoil of democracy is explained based on the Belarusian example.

D. Key Terms



DEMOCRACY: Democracy is a form of government in which the people have the authority to

choose their governing legislators. The decisions on who is considered part of the people and how

authority is shared among or delegated by the people have changed over time and at different speeds

in different countries, but they have included more and more of the inhabitants of all countries.

Cornerstones include freedom of assembly and speech, inclusiveness and equality, membership,

consent, voting, right to life and minority rights.1

In nations where a democratic system is stable, the elected president changes in each or every other

term. This change in the administration is one of the principles of democracy.

ELECTORAL FRAUD: Electoral fraud/ election manipulation is illegal actions to manipulate the

election results by increasing the votes of a candidate by ballot stuffing, disenfranchisement and vote

buying, decreasing the amount of votes for the opposition by destruction and invalidation of votes or

boft. Electoral fraud can cause alteration of the outcome. Even though in instances it doesn't, the

revelation of fraud can cause a decrease in voters' faith in democracy which can be followed by

protests and revolution or suppression and dissolution of the democratic system. To prevent election

manipulation secrecy and openness has utmost importance. By auditing the process and being

transparent, fraud can be detected and prevented.

REVOLUTION: Revolution is a radical change in the political system in most instances by using the

right to protest. Revolution can occur in two forms: utter change from one constitution to another,

modification of existing constitution.2 Revolution is caused by oppression or mismanagement of the

existing administration, which is followed by revolt of the commune.

THE RIGHT TO PROTEST: Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental

Freedoms Article 11 reads as "right to freedom of association with others, including the right to form

and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.”3 The right to protest goes hand-in-hand

with freedom of speech, freedom of association and assembly, which are considered as human rights.

The right to protest is a sub of the freedom of speech. Each and every citizen has the right to express

their opinion freely without facing circumstances, being threatened and brutalized.  Nevertheless the

3 Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and/or
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner of Human Rights

2 Revolution. (n.d.). Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolution

1 Democracy. (n.d.). Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Authority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislators
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_speech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_exclusion#Social_inclusion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_equality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizenship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consent_of_the_governed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voting_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minority_rights
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CCPR.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy


right to protest is restricted to the point causing harm to the nation by displaying wilful and malicious

acts

INTERNET CENSORSHIP: Internet censorship is the oppression and restriction to access the

internet.  The restrictions delimitate what is allowed to be on the internet or not.

Individuals and organizations may engage in self-censorship for moral, religious, or business reasons,

to conform to societal norms, due to intimidation, or out of fear of legal or other consequences.4

These blockations of the internet and the media can cause a digital divide. The isolation from the

world and filtration of the government's acts creates a population lacking the ability to question.

DEMOCRATIC BACKSLIDING: Democratic backsliding also known as de-democratization, is the

regression of the democratic qualities which can contribute to establishment of an authoritarian

regime.

Pandemic backsliding, is a form of de-democratization, in which governments are violating

democratic morals whilst responding to emergency situations such as pandemics. This type of

democratic backsliding was observed in several nations during the COVID-19 Pandemic.

TOTALITARIAN: Totalitarian system is a governing classification, where democratic rights and

freedoms are pressured and limited, authorization is unified under a person or a group of people;

similar to dictatorship and with all aspects opposition to democracy.

E. General Overview

HISTORY OF DEMOCRACY IN NORTHEAST EUROPE

The majority of northeast European countries are post-Soviet nations, which appears as an obstacle

against democratization. The Soviet Union had a political system of federal single-party socialist

republic framework and formerly led with restrictions and oppression. Democratic rights barely

existed. Speaking against the state was a criminalized act and had legal consequences. This inherited

political system was a polar opposite to democracy, which is considered the obstacle against

democratization. Changes occurred in this system as Gorbachev, the last ruler of the Soviet Union

authorized elections with multi-party systems and loosened the political restrictions. Thus the public

started to utilize their power by critiquing the administration, which led to demand for reform. These

vicissitudes taken by Gorbachev led to democratization and the collapse of communist control.

Accompanied by the resignation of Gorbachev, the Soviet Union fell apart in 1991. The era of

totalitarian regimes collapsed.  It is a non-negligible fact that democracy came to Northeastern Europe

4 The Editorial Board (15 October 2018). "There May Soon Be Three Internets. America's
Won't Necessarily Be the Best. - A breakup of the web grants privacy, security and freedom
to some, and not so much to others". The New York Times. Retrieved 16 October 2018.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-censorship
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/15/opinion/internet-google-china-balkanization.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/15/opinion/internet-google-china-balkanization.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/15/opinion/internet-google-china-balkanization.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Times


late. Freshly independent nations began the democratization, in most cases by seeking to join the EU

or NATO. This act of democratization was not simple and did not develop at an even rate. The

democracy in Northeast Europe was in various stages among the regime.  Some countries have

constructed a well-built understanding of democracy while some have failed to live up to the

conditions of a democratic age. Democracy was not fully adopted; a regime similar to dictatorship

continued under the name of democracy. These shortcomings underpinned the construction of

democratic backsliding and a form of the totalitarian system, which became worrisome latterly.

Some states have met the expectations of the democratic system, while some were not as prone to the

establishment of democracy. In Estonia, the administrative framework is steady, the electoral system

works productively, the media is generally liberated from political and corporate impacts, law and

order are applied viably, with the independent media ranking being 6.25 out of 7 and the democracy

score 85 out of 100.5 In contrast to the Estonian example, Belarus stands on the other end of the

democracy spectrum. Belarus is considered one of the least democratically developed post-Soviet

countries.  The current overall democracy score in Belarus is 11.

Democracy came to Belarus after Gorbachev and the nuclear disaster Chernobyl revealed the

inefficiency of Soviet governing. The Belarusians demanded a change for democratization. In 1994

Belarus held the presidential election, in which Lukashenka was elected as president. Since then,

Belarus’ dispute with democracy is continuing, considering Lukashenka’s presidency is still ongoing.

In democratic systems, presidential change is encouraged to benefit from a variety of perspectives

democracy assists. However, this is not observed in Belarus.

The majority of elections that took place were ensued by protests. The opposition is divided, which

causes shortcomings of the multi-party system. The political system in Belarus appears closer to

authoritarianism than democracy on the spectrum.

The Belarus Democracy Movement started with anti-Soviet protests and continues with the

2020-2021 protest.  Democratization has been requested by the public for a long time. But adequate

actions weren't taken.

5 Talving, L. T. (n.d.). Estonia: Nations in Transit 2020. Freedomhouse.Org.
https://freedomhouse.org/country/estonia/nations-transit/2020

https://freedomhouse.org/country/estonia/nations-transit/2020


A closer look at democracy and governance in Belarus is needed to be taken to fully acknowledge the

hindering of democracy in Northeast Europe.

Countries and Territories Democracy Score. (n.d.). [Graph]. Freedom House.

https://freedomhouse.org/countries/nations-transit/scores

GOVERNANCE AND DEMOCRACY IN BELARUS

By the end of World War II, Belarus was occupied by Germany. In the era between WWI and WWII,

it was divided between Poland and the Soviet Union. This division ended with WWII when Belarus

was under the roof of Germany. Not long after, they became a part of the Soviet Union.

Belarus had various backgrounds yet no national consciousness. This may cause hindrance to

democratization.  After the Soviet Union collapsed, Belarus was one of the most loyal Soviet

Republics. This demonstrates its lack of unity, Belarusian identity, and independence among the

nation, which is also considerable for the lack of democratic understanding.

Belarus is governed by a semi-presidential system, which contains a president and a parliament.

The elected president can assign the prime minister, and the cabinet also has the power to remove

them. In the presidential-parliamentary system, the power is divided. In contrast, the Belarusian

presidency is particularly powerful and one-handed compared to a purely presidential system. This

certainly is one of the sources for democratic backsliding.

https://freedomhouse.org/countries/nations-transit/scores


The strong-tied bonds with Russia are also considered sources for de-democratization.

Russia provided Lukashenko with economic, political, and diplomatic support to defeat the

opponents. Belarus remained devoted to Russia in return and played the role of a buffer zone between

Russia and the West. This dynamic also might have been an obstacle against democracy to root and

thrive.

Belarus imported Russian oil at below-market costs, whereas Belarus shares Belarusian enterprises

and political loyalty. This cooperation between Russia and Lukashenko was promising to the public,

who grew up in the Soviet Union and struggled with economic shortcomings, leaving alone

democratic rights. Nonetheless, this unity has been struggling and Russian-Belarussian relations have

become not as tight. “According to Gressel and other experts, Russia isn't pinning its hopes on the

weakened autocrat, but on the fact that Belarus is and remains a pro-Russia country.” 6The country

and the public appear to have a pro-Russia approach even without Lukashenko.

On August 25, 1991, the Republic of Belarus was founded, Stanislav Shushkevich was elected as the

first President and stood firm in power until 1994. Shushkevich guided his nation in an approach to

turn out to be liberated from its Soviet past and attempt to look towards the West by rooting the

democratic elements. Nonetheless, his opponent Alexander Lukashenko who won the election in

1994, led Belarus with contradictory manners. In most cases of elections, the opposition was divided,

silenced, and prosecuted. The internet was shut down on election days and inopportune moments for

the state. Independent media was accused of fake news. Freedom of expression ended where

discourses which are against the state were made. The internet is also strictly controlled considering

all the traffic on the internet going through one state-owned company called Beltelecom. It is claimed

that every election since 1999 has been falsified by Lukashenko, was not transparent nor fair, and

proceeded with de-democratizing actions. Lukashenko reintroduced Soviet-era symbols and

operations. He deflected the West-like regulations back into a Soviet similar form. This was alarming

by the other European Nations and has been considered an authoritarian system by some. The EU

implemented some sanctions, yet they were inadequate, inconsistent, even malicious in some ways

and became underwhelming for the nation.

6 Is Belarus closer to the West or to Russia? (n.d.). DW
https://www.dw.com/en/belarus-european-union-russia/a-54613952

https://www.dw.com/en/belarus-european-union-russia/a-54613952


2020 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

On August 9, 2020, the presidential election of Belarus was held. In opposition to Lukashenko, there

were two candidates: Viktor Babaroico, and Valery Tsepkalo. Both were ineligible to run as president.

Babaroico was prosecuted for money laundering, which clamped the lid for him to run for elections.

Tsepkalo on the other hand failed to attain 100,000 signatures that are mandatory to run for president.

Sergei Tikhanovsky, who is a Belarusian Youtuber, activist, and a member of the “Stop The

Cockroach Movement'', announced his candidacy for presidential elections in opposition to

Lukashenko. Not long after Tikhanovsky was arrested for "participating in an unauthorized protest

action”. His spouse activist Svyatlana Tsihanouskaya announced her candidacy for the elections.  At

first, she appeared as an easy defeat for Lukashenko. Nonetheless, she gained the respect and trust of

the public in the shortest amount of time. The election was held between Lukashenko and his main

opponent Tsihanouskaya.

“Network telemetry from the NetBlocks internet observatory confirms that internet connectivity in

Belarus has been significantly disrupted as of Sunday 9 August 2020 amid tense presidential

elections. Outages increased in severity through the day producing an information vacuum as citizens

struggled to establish contact with the outside world. The incident continued until Wednesday

morning with a recorded duration of 61 hours.”7 stated NetBlocks.  Internet shut-down occurred on

election day and online polling was banned for this election. These acts demonstrate the censorship of

7 Internet disruption hits Belarus on election day. (n.d.). NETBLOCKS.
https://netblocks.org/reports/internet-disruption-hits-belarus-on-election-day-YAE2jKB3

https://netblocks.org/reports/internet-disruption-hits-belarus-on-election-day-YAE2jKB3


the media during the election process, considering the outcome pre-election and in the course of the

election process was not in favor of Lukashenko.

During the election, dubious acts were observed. 63,646 people who included domestic and

international observers were assigned to the electoral commission in 5,737 polling stations, yet only

21 came from the opposition parties. Customarily elections are overseen by the Office of Democratic

Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR). Except for the 2020 Belarusian election, the ODIHR was

not invited. Alternatively, the Common Wealth of Independent States (CIS) was there to supervise the

proceeding. The CIS is known for its biased manner and is fully sided with Moscow. Irregularities in

vote counting were detected such as ballot stuffing, vote rigging, fraud in vote counting considering

some observers were not allowed to watch ballots be counted. Furthermore, the head of vote counting

was the President. Thus reporting irregularities was beating the air.

The official results came in crediting Lukashenko with 80% of the vote and Tikhanovsky with 10%.

On the very same day, protests commenced, which evolved into riots in the upcoming days. The

people of Belarus were on the streets seeking their suffrage protesting against the fraudulent election

results, which were not unpredictable considering there has not been a fair election since 1999.

ONGOING PROTESTS AND ACTS AGAINST DE-DEMOCRATİZATION

Since the election, Belarus is on the streets demanding free and fair elections and protesting against

the authorization. The protests were not anti-EU, anti-NATO nor anti-Russia. They were all

anti-Lukashenko. The peaceful protesters were not well-received by the government. All kinds of

police brutality were seen. Peaceful protesters were beaten violently, locked away. Tear gas, stun

grenades, and live ammunition was used against citizens. This violation of the right to protest raised

worries among the EU and other nations. “The EU does not recognize the results of the Belarus

elections, condemning them as neither free nor fair.” (The Official Website of EU) The EU showed

its support for the people of Belarus and the democratizing acts. The EU also addressed that sanctions

will be implied if the violence against peaceful protests continues, which caused the Lukashenko

administration to be even more sided with Russia. These economic sanctions also threaten

Lukashenko personally, considering his main achievement during the presidency was providing

stability. The economic crises will go hand-to-hand with the sanctions increasing the turmoil Belarus

is going through. The EU has a crucial role in its manner with sanctions, considering it can push

Belarus closer to Russia.

As mentioned prior, Belarusians were being prosecuted for taking part in anti-Lukashenko protests.

Some who have been released were covered in severe bruises, which indicates systematic torture

happening in lock-up. Belarusian women dressed in white took off to streets holding flowers in hand

peacefully protesting against police brutality against innocent citizens.



The protests continued with a ‘Public Relations Disaster'. On August16th, March of Freedom in

Minsk took place simultaneously with the gathering Lukashenko organized with his supporters. Yet, it

did not go as planned. At the rally, protesters including workers shouted anti-Lukashenko slogans and

protested against the fraud ballots in front of Lukashenko.

The opponent Tsihanouskaya flew to Lithuania for the safety of herself and her children. Personal

threats such as imprisonment and threats of her children being taken away were directed toward her.

With the pressure applied to her, she endorsed the election results. Even though she stated it was her

decision, some say she was forced and threatened to do so.

In the example of Belarus, the violation of human rights, media censorships, block of the internet,

extreme police violence and systematic torture, fraud elections, prosecution, and threats to the

opposition indicate the lack of democracy. Its division by Russia and the EU, its predisposition to an

authoritarian system are problems likely caused by being a post-Soviet nation and one of the main

obstacles against democratization, considering a union of post-Soviet nations oversaw the election, the

Common Wealth of Independent States (CIS).

F. Timeline of Key Events



1991, August 25

Belarus (White Russia) declared independence

from the Soviet Union and became an

independent state.

1991, September 28

Stanislau Shushkevich became the first leader

and head of state of independent Belarus after

the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

1991, December 8

Russia, Belarusia and Ukraine declared the

collapse of the Soviet Union, forming the

Commonwealth of Independent States.

1994, June 23

The two-day presidential election of Belarus

took place, in which Alexander Lukashenko was

elected president.

This election is claimed to be the last free and

fair election of Belarus.

2020, May 24 1,000 protesters were on streets denouncing

President Lukashenko’s seeking of another term

as president. Protesters were wearing masks,

defying Lukashenko’s misleading of the

COVID-19 Pandemic.

2020, Jul 14 Belarusian authorities banned the two strong

opposition figures from running as president:



Valery Tsepkalo and Viktor Babariko. Mass

protests took place in the capital Minsk.

2020, Aug 9 Belarus’s presidential election was held. The

results came in claiming Lukashenko for the

sixth term in office with 80% of the vote and

only 10% to the opposition: Tsikhaouskaya. The

results were claimed to be manipulated, which

triggered mass protests with heavy police

response and violence.

2020, Aug 20 Protester Alexander Taraikovsky (34), died in

Minsk during the anti-government protests. The

internet access was shut down after severe

police brutality against peaceful protesters.

2020, Sep 23

President Alexander Lukashenko of Belarus

was sworn to his sixth term in office at an

inaugural ceremony, followed by protests and

anti-Lukashenko rallies.

2020, Dec 17 The EU imposed a new round of sanctions on

Belarus, targeting the presidential election fraud

in August.

G. Major Parties Involved

RUSSIA

After long-lasting protests, Lukashenko sought Russia’s help for the European countries' threats of

sanctions. The president of Russia Putin stated the military would be sent if the protesters attempted to

disrupt the current political order.



Belarus and Russia have a union agreement, which causes them to have strong political, economic and

military bonds and act together as a union similar to a confederation system.

Russia’s manner on the democracy issue in Belarus has utmost importance. Thus the EU called upon

Russia not to intervene in this issue of national democracy.

The sanctions and implementations by the EU or NATO are likely to cause Belarus to come closer to

Russia. This is the obstacle in grave action taken by other states.

A union between Belarus and Russia can cause severe threats for NATO and the EU because Russia

will have the ability to build its military in Belarus. As a result, the Baltics can be completely cut off

from Europe. Russia does not seek a Belarus, which is closer to the EU and NATO, similar to

Ukraine.

LITHUANIA

Lithuania is a strong proponent of the EU sanctions and stands with the ideology of democracy.

Provisions should be implemented for election fraud and police brutality according to Lithuania.

Lithuania recognizes neither the latest election nor Alexander Lukashenko as a legitimate president.

Moreover, Lithuania and Estonia imposed travel bans on Lukashenko by closing their borders for him.

The country has also provided support and refuge to the opposition candidate Tsikhaouskaya. She was

forced to exile in Lithuania.

THE EUROPEAN UNION

The European Union is not enthusiastic about the Alexander Lukashenko administration and its

anti-democratic acts. The EU is in strong disagreement with the imprisonment of the opposition

figures, violation of several human rights, fraud elections, and police brutality against peaceful

protesters. Since October 2020, the EU is progressively implementing sanctions for the

de-democratizing acts that occurred during the August election. “A total of 88 individuals and 7

entities are now designated under the sanctions regime on Belarus.” (The official website of the EU)

These individuals were detected as responsible for intimidation and repression against peaceful

protesters and citizens and misleading in the electoral process.

THE COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES

The Commonwealth of Independent States was formed in 1991 after the dissolution of the Soviet

Union and is similar to a European community. The member states of the CIS are  Azerbaijan,



Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,

Uzbekistan, and Ukraine. Its headquarters are in Minsk, Belarus. The goal of the CIS is to strengthen

cooperation between member states in political, economic, humanitarian, and in many other fields.

However, it is considered to be biased by Russia and not impartial in any form of observation. This

promoted a biased observation of vote counting in Belarus and a hindered democracy.

UKRAINE

Ukraine is also a post-Soviet nation that is being ruled with democracy. Belarus and Ukraine share

some cultural similarities and inheritances. Democratization is a turmoil for the states that are

members of CIS and ex-Soviet states. This act of democratization usually ends up in two situations:

the shift to an authoritarian government or tending to move in circles in between regimes. The first

one resembles the Belarus example and the second the Ukraine example. They are neither fully

democratic or autocratic. This is called “Competitive Authoritarianism” and an example for most

post-Soviet states. The situation is handled differently in both countries considering people's ideology

of governance and public is different in each and every state.  What is similar in these territories is

that people have  little understanding of their rights and responsibilities in a democratic system which

leads to allowing manipulation by the government. The main source for this lack of democracy

understanding may be being a post-Soviet nation and not inheriting any kind of democratic

background. In the 21st century, these states are getting a better understanding of democracy and

breaking through the competitive authoritarianism by protesting. The understanding of democracy is

evolving.

H. Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Sanctions are one of the main attempts to resolve the issue of hindered democracy in Belarus and

other countries where violation of human rights is observed . The sanctions have a controversial effect

on the nations. The European Union and the UK implemented sanctions on Belarus after the fraud

election and protests in August 2020.

The UN General Assembly met virtually to discuss the issue of Belarusian democratic crises,

Belarusian Foreign Minister stated sanctions will be harmful to everyone, have the opposite effect,

and called the cautions to be taken “interference in the country's affairs”. However, the Russian

support for the Lukashenko administration going on for years was not considered interference. The

post-Soviet countries have ties and similar backgrounds, which leads them to act as coalitions. The

Western countries are acting cautiously while implementing sanctions because it may push the



post-Soviet countries more to Russia and cause a break in the European Union and relations between

states.

Protests by the people are the majority of attempts to resolve the issue that have been seen. The

ongoing protests and acts by the people of the country may be the most efficient way of taking action.

Thus this action of the Belarusians needs support from other organizations to stand against

de-democratization.

I. Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events
21 September 2020 A/HRC/RES/45/1- This is a resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council

about the situation of human rights in Belarus in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election and its

aftermath.

15 March 2021 A/HRC/46/L.19- This is the resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council offering

solutions to tackle the issue of human rights in Belarus during and after the election in 2020.

J. Possible Solutions

The response to de-democratizing acts in post-Soviet countries demands precision. The West and the

EU should stand with democracy and human rights by supporting the ongoing protests. Nevertheless,

the support for protests from the West may lie behind the controversies created by Russia and

Lukashenko that protests are a product of outside countries in order to cause harm to Belarus.

Possible solutions to resolve the hindered democracy in Northeast countries without disrupting

relations with outside requires a few steps.

Calling for repetition of the election and seeking a fair election that is overseen by the suitable

election monitors instead of the CIS may be a possible way of prohibiting electoral fraud. Sanctions

also play a key role in the violation of human rights whilst performing anti-democratic acts. As

mentioned previously, sanctions may cause the intervention of the Russian military. “NATO planners

fear that Russia would be able to build up its military presence in Belarus, which would pose a direct

threat to Poland and give Russia the capability to potentially cut off the Baltics by land from the rest

of Europe.”8

To prevent this, calling for Russia not to intervene and mix Belarus-Russia relations with this

democratic crisis are needed steps, which needs to be handled without any other parties interfering.

8 Tomasz Grzywaczewski, “The Birth of Belarusian Nationalism,” Foreign Policy, January 30, 2020,
available at https:// foreignpolicy.com/2020/01/30/the-birth-of-belarusiannationalism/



If Russia directs military intervention in Belarus, sanctions for Russia can be in question to prevent

the Russian interference.

K. Further Reading

⇾ 'Research on the Quality of Democracy in Belarus and Ukraine-

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/37145989_The_Quality_of_Democracy_in_Belarus_and_U

kraine’

⇾ Council of Europe: Democratic Governance- https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/democracy

⇾Report on Belarus’ fight for a Democratic Future-

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2020/09/03/490001/belarus-fight-democrati

c-future/

⇾ Research Paper on Identity and Autocracy: Belarus and Ukraine

compared-http://homes.ieu.edu.tr/~ibagdadi/INT435/Readings/Western%20NIS/Way%20-%20Belaru

s%20and%20Ukraine%20Compared.pdf

⇾ Prospects of Democracy in Belarus-

http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.393.889&rep=rep1&type=pdf

⇾ Report on Elections without Democracy and Competitive Authoratism-

https://scholar.harvard.edu/levitsky/files/SL_elections.pdf

⇾Council of European Studies Journal: Is Belarus Ready for  Turn to Democracy?-

https://www.europenowjournal.org/2020/12/03/is-belarus-ready-for-a-turn-to-democracy/
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