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A. Welcome Letter from the Student Officer

Dear Participants,

Welcome to the eighth annual session of the Kabataş Model United Nations Conference. I am

delighted and most thrilled to serve as your Student Officer in the Special Political and

Decolonization Committee.

To introduce myself, my name is Yağmur Utku and I am a sophomore in Kadıköy Anadolu High

School. I am currently in the third year of my MUN career and I will be the vice president of this

committee.

In this chair report, you will find the necessary knowledge to get a hold of the general overview of

the issue at hand however, in order to structure the debate more successfully and accordingly, you are

highly encouraged to do further research of your own. If you need any assistance regarding the

committee or agendas, do not hesitate to contact me via my e-mail address zyutku@gmail.com

I hope that in the course of three days, we will achieve fruitful debates, respectful discussions, and a

lot of fun. I look forward to meeting all of you in online KMUN’21.

B. Introduction to the Committee

"The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) considers a broad

range of issues covering a cluster of five decolonization-related agenda items, the effects of

atomic radiation, questions relating to information, a comprehensive review of the question of

peacekeeping operations as well as a review of special political missions, the United Nations

Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the Report of



the Special Committee on Israeli Practices and International cooperation in the peaceful uses of

outer space. In addition to these annual items, the Committee also considers the items on

Assistance in mine action and University for peace biennially and triennially, respectively."

C. Introduction to the Agenda Item

The problem of non-recognized territories and authorities is an issue affecting people and

governments amongst the World. The total recognition of a country will allow the state to

further develop and advance in different aspects of governmental and social structure. External

recognition is not a peripheral concern for aspiring states. The existence of international

recognition often determines the long-term prospects for the state's political and economic

viability. Being a state with limited recognition results in poor economic growth or political

saying. The absence of recognition from the United Nations affects the influence of the

authority

on the World's problems and hinders the possibility to contribute to a plan or a resolution

formed by the member states of the United Nations.

D. Key Terms

Autonomy: "The right of an organization, country, or region to be independent and govern

itself." (Cambridge Dictionary)

Non-recognized authorities and territories: The lack of diplomatic, economic, social, and

regional recognition of a state or a region may be defined by being a non-recognized authority

or territory. Recognition often relies on many other considerations besides legal opinion.

De Facto States: "De facto states are political entities that possess control of territory but lack

international recognition. Such entities appear to violate the norm of border fixity and the

principle of territorial integrity in multiple ways. The mere existence of these de facto states

seems to represent a thorn on the side of the contemporary state system as a whole. The

breakaway of one state is just a step on the slippery slope; what some have recently referred to

as the "Kosovo precedent." Once emboldened, secessionist movements threaten to rip apart

every state, particularly those whose provenance is already based on shaky colonial

foundations. Ultimately, the entire international system could founder." (Mylonas, 2015)



Successor State: "The State which has replaced another State on the occurrence of a

succession of States." (Vienna Convention on Succession of States in respect of Treaties 1978)

Succession of States: "The replacement of one State by another in the responsibility for the

international relations of territory." (Vienna Convention on Succession of States in respect of

Treaties 1978)

Predecessor State: "The state which has been replaced by another State on the occurrence of a

succession of States." (Vienna Convention on Succession of States in respect of Treaties 1978)

E. General Overview

Recognition

As a country, so as to be legitimate and take an active part in the international area, a state must be

recognized within the international community. Recognition is the acknowledgement of a state or

entity that fulfils the criteria of statehood and acquires membership of the international community.

In order to be recognized, a country primarily is sovereign, politically organized, and meets the

conditions of Constitutive or Declarative Theory. A state or territory can be recognized in various

ways: Becoming a part of an international community such as joining the UN, getting an official

declaration from recognizing countries, or getting in favour of vote in membership of State in United

Nations point out the recognition of State. These recognitions can be formed in two ways: de facto

and de jure. What has more significance is being recognized as de jure, as the State or authority

becomes formally recognized. The importance of being recognized within the international

community comes from what it has brought in and gained. In the favor of recognition, external

support is provided more easily. For example, in terms of military alliance and trade agreements,

these cooperations seem very often between recognized countries. However, for non-recognized

states, it becomes more problematic. Nonrecognition commonly results in international isolation and

difficulties in accession to international finance and trade. Therefore, international recognition is part

and parcel of recognizing a reality that already exists. At present, there are 193 Member States of the

UN and two observer states ( Holy See and Palestine ) existing internationally recognized. Some of

the states remain non-recognized by one or more countries, although they are a member of the United

Nations. Nevertheless, there are existing authorities or states which are neither UN Member nor

observer. These states are non-recognized by the international community and look for international

recognition.



Autonomies and Self-determination

Unrecognized states have their origins in self-determination conflicts and are denied recognition

because they are seen to violate the principle of territorial integrity. Although in the Resolution

of 2625, the United Nations has dedicated to some communities the right to self-determination,

it has stated that the territorial integrities of states in the international system come before. In

this context, the United Nations has imposed on the states the duty of ban on the threat or use of

force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state. So the United

Nations has given the right to self-determination to some people. This right is limited only to

the people who live under colonial rule. In the resolution 1514/XV (December 14, 1960) which

was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, named Declaration on the Granting of

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, it is clearly stated: "All peoples have the right

to self-determination; by virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and

freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development." ( UN 1960) Autonomy is an

indefinite and general legal term that has to be given concrete content in each case.

Organizational as well as substantive rules for autonomous entities, do not follow a given and

uniform pattern. The particular form depends on the specific group, on the preparedness of the

majority to grant autonomous rights, and on the influence of other states and the international

community. The essential element of autonomy is the granting of certain rights to a specific part

of the state's population, in view of its characteristics, which differ from those of the majority of

the population.

Relations with the Other States

The capacity to enter into relations with states is not the exclusive entitlement of states.

Autonomous national authorities, liberation movements are all capable of maintaining relations

with states and other subjects of international law. While states do possess that capacity, it is not

a requirement, but a consequence of statehood. A consequence that is moreover irregular and

dependent on the status and situation of a particular State. It can be said that the capacity to

enter into the full range of international relations can be a valuable measure, but capacity or

competence in this sense depends in part on the power of the government, without which as a

state cannot carry out its international obligations. The ability of the government to

independently carry out its obligations and accept responsibility for them, in turn, greatly

depends on the previously discussed requirements of effective government and independence.

Moreover, a state cannot enter into relations with other states if it is not recognized.

Consequently, it cannot be recognized as a state.



F. Major Parties Involved

United Nations

The United Nations has always been one of the key actors in this matter. The organization has

made several lists of its non-recognized states and autonomous regions, updating them

regularly. The UN also established the fourth General Assembly committee, Special, Political,

and Decolonization Committee. This Committee deals with the question of remaining colonial

states as well as the peacekeeping operations taking place in special political missions. The

UN's Department of Political Affairs, Decolonization Unit's Electoral Assistance Division,

provides technical advice on a referendum in order to decide on the future or to observe the

process. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has also been assisting these

regions, focusing on strengthening the overall capacity of self-sufficient governance, funding

for public administration reforms, telecommunications, and environmental management

challenges. The UN is a big platform for the enabling of the continuance of the bilateral

relations between these territories and their parental states.

European Union

Similar to the UN, the European Union, being one of the biggest international organizations, is

a big factor in the issue. Due to the events that have unfolded in the past in Europe, specifically

Southeastern Europe, many states have broken up to create newer states. One example that

could be given would be the dissolution of Yugoslavia. This event brought several ethnically

driven disputes that resulted in constant armed conflicts. Still, to this day, the aftermath of these

events could be felt vividly in the region. As a union of European countries, the organization

has been involved with the situation and has been closely observing the unfolding of the region.

Taiwan

To give international examples regarding the issue, it would be appropriate to examine the

situation of Taiwan so as to get an insight into the problem. Commonly known as Taiwan, the

Republic of China (ROC), became a self-governing entity after the Chinese Civil War. The

controversy is that there is a big question on whether ROC unites with mainland China or

remains as a separate self-governing entity. There are also several questions about the

legitimacy of the existence of Taiwan and the ROC. The Civil War made the ROC lose its seat

in the UN as 'China,' and the People's Republic of China (PRC) was given that seat and was

recognized as the representative of all of China. The UN does not recognize Taiwan, and this



complicated race between the PRC and ROC is still an ongoing issue to this day.

Kosovo

It is a known fact that Southeast Europe has been struggling with both ethnically and politically

driven conflicts for a long while, and during the last century and half of the region experienced

severe nationalist movements and territorial disputes. Kosovo, bordered by Serbia, is a

self-claimed independent country recognized by many UN member states, however not by the

UN itself. Two main events shaped the conditions the territory is currently; one is the break up

of Yugoslavia, and the other is the Kosovo War in 1999. NATO intervention has also played a

big role in the crisis. On February 17, 2008, The Republic of Kosovo declared its

independence, which was deemed as illegitimate and illegal by the Republic of Serbia. The

declaration was brought to the International Court of Justice to review the legitimacy of the

independence of Kosovo, and the court ruled that the declaration did not breach any

international law, thus making it legitimate. Although independence was declared, there are still

many countries that do not recognize the state, and the effects of the region's past could still be

felt within the region.

Republic of South Ossetia & Abkhazia

In the wake of the Soviet Union’s dissolution, Georgia was one of the countries that declared its

independence. However, it ends up with secessionist movements in Abkhazia and South

Ossetia regions. First South Ossetia in 1992, then Abkhazia in 1999 declared its independence

as a result of armed conflict between the Georgian military and secessionist states military.

During this conflict, South Ossetia and Abkhazia were backed by Russia, and the armed

conflict ended under the auspices of Russia, thereby peace treaties were signed, and Russian

soldiers were placed into these two autonomies. However, after Georgia had broken the truce

and launched a military operation to South Ossetia in order to regain its control over the

territory, the 2008 South Ossetia War erupted - one side Georgia and another side of South

Ossetia, Abkhazia, and Russia. After the war ended in South Ossetia, Abkhazia, and Russia’s

victory, Russia officially recognized South Ossetia and Abkhazia. Russia did not remain as the

only recognizer of these states but also enabled Venezuela, Nicaragua, Vanuatu, and Nauru to

recognize South Ossetia and Abkhazia in order to gain strength in the international area as

Kosovo's independence was recognized by loads of Member States of the UN. Today, Russia is

continuing to get an upper hand in the region by opening military bases in territories. On this

account, Abkhazia and South Ossetia take the recognition and support of Russia as total

welfare. However, after Syria joined the countries that recognize South Ossetia and Abkhazia,

concerns and arguments rearose. Since Georgia claims that these entities as a part of its

sovereign territory, they may sabotage foreign economic activities and the cultural contacts of



Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Another thing to be considered is, in the international community,

there are still disquiets regarding this issue. The international liaison and steps taken to be part

of the International Community are currently insufficient for South Ossetia and Abkhazia.

The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR)

On 14 November 1975, Madrid Accord was signed; in accordance with this Accord, Spain

withdrew its colony and presence from Western Sahara. Back then, Morocco, Polisario Font as

SADR, and Mauritania were administrating the parts of Western Sahara. Mauritania withdrew

its sovereignty after four years of war with Polisario forces in southern Western Sahara. In

compliance with Algiers the agreement, Mauritania recognized self-determination of territory.

After that, the former territory of Mauritania passed into Moroccon control. As a result, both the

Polisario Front and Morocco claims Western Sahara territory as their part of sovereignty.

Polisario Front is the valid representative of the Sahrawi people and SADR, according to the

UN. The SADR's sole aim was and is the control over the entitled territory of Western Sahara

against the Kingdom of Morocco. Hence, they had refugee camps for the Sahrawi people and

protected by Moroccan assault. Even so, SADR is unrecognized as a state by the UN, Polisario

Front seems as the representative of the Sahrawi people. The Western Sahara war and the armed

conflict lasted until 1991 between the Polisario Front and Morocco. That year conflict ending

UN-monitored ceasefire was signed; however, political conflict and long-lasting solutions

haven't been found yet. In the first place, the United Nations had decided to solve this issue by

means of self-determination; hereat UN had made an attempt to hold a referendum. Yet neither

this attempt nor following the Houston Agreement could solve the issue. These efforts had been

stalled by several reasons such as quarrels about voter qualification; consequently, none of

resolving and finding common ground attempts did work out, as this problem still continues.

Today, although the UN does not recognize either side as sovereign over Western Sahara,

Morocco is a UN Member and SADR is not officially recognized. There are currently 42

member states that recognize SADR. Besides, the International community split in half

regarding this issue. UN acts in a way that Sahrawi people have a right to self-determination,

and Western Sahara is added to the 'United Nations list of Non-Self-Governing Territories. ' UN

has been trying to hold negotiations and talks between Polisario Front and Morroc, although

they gave no result. SADR is a member of the African Union (Organization of African Unity)

since 1984 and joined meetings as a guest in the Non-Aligned Movement or the New

Asian–African Strategic Partnership. On the other hand, the Arab League supports Moroccon

territorial integrity, although they do not recognize the unilateral annexation of Morocco. There

are countries that believe that the future status of Western Sahara will be an autonomous part of

Morocco. As a result, SADR has an inability in representing itself in the international area. The



agreement hasn't been reached, and the uncertainty of territorial sovereignty goes on.

The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus

Northern Cyprus (TRNC) declared its independence in 1983 from the Republic of Cyprus.

However, the United Nations had put emphasis on the declaration of independence is legally

invalid by the Security Council resolutions. Today, the only UN Member that recognizes

Northern Cyprus is Turkey, since Pakistan and Bangladesh had withdrawn their recognition.

The motive behind the UN's this manner is stated as 'unlawful use of force' and 'Turkish

occupation.' Regarding the Northern Cyprus issue, there had attempted to supporting Turkish

Cypriots. In 2004, a UN Referendum was accepted by the Turkish side, but soon after blocked

by Greek Cypriots. After that, the EU meant to assist Northern Cyprus economically. It was

precluded due to Greek pressure on the EU. In spite of all the drawbacks of Northern Cyprus,

they have seats in some other multi-national organizations as an observer, such as; Organization

of Islamic Co-operation or e Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. At the earliest

2000s, Turkish and Greek Cyprus had a dispute over passport issues. After all, the Turkish

Cypriot community has encountered such problems in the past and present. Due to the

non-recognition of Northern Cyprus, they couldn't find the solution in the UN. They keep

having problems within the international area and facing conflicts as they have no legal

status in the international community.

Hong Kong

Hong Kong territory is located on the southern coast of China. Until 1997, Hong Kong was

under British control for 150 years. On 30 June 1997, "Handover" was signed; thus, Hong

Kong reunited with mainland China. Since then, it exists as Special Administrative Region,

under the control of the People's Republic of China. Simply, Hong Kong is autonomous, which

is in charge of its own affairs and foreign relations and exists under the principle of 'one country

two systems.' Although Hong Kong is not an independent state, to some degree, it acts like one

of them. It has its own currency, passport, and constitution, which signalizes Hong Kong enjoys

its own legal system, border-crossing rules, and serves as one of the biggest economic powers

in the World and Asia. Despite all of these eligibilities, Hong Kong does not possess its own

military. China is the answer to region defence. Another point that has vital importance for

Hong Kong is its representation and recognition among the international community. Hong

Kong is involved in many intergovernmental organizations and plays an active role in global

trade and economy with the advantages of its ports and free trade facilities. It is a member of

the World Trade Organization and Asian Development Bank as an associate member. Hong



Kong also takes charge of many projects of the United Nations Sustainable Development

Goals. Hong Kong also tries to take part in the world economy by setting up 'Hong Kong

Economic and Trade Offices' all over the world. However, it has been represented by China in

the UN and has no seats of itself. China represents Hong Kong through embassies around the

World. This situation is the part where cause disadvantages and drawbacks for the Hong Kong

side. The representation of Hong Kong might be insufficient and not be transparent because of

problems between Hong Kong and China. In that sense, the latest protest of its citizens proves

its existence to be natural. Protests and disputes have mainly occurred because of a proposal of

Fugitive Offenders and Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Legislation (Amendment)

Bill 2019 which set forths extradition of fugitives to mainland China. These protests have

seemed as a backlash to Chinas effort on annihilating the right to freedom of political speech

and freedom of assembly and also maintain Hong Kong's autonomous status. In a conclusion,

Hong Kong stays on as Special Administrative Region under Chinese sovereignty. The

conflicts between Hong Kong and mainland China are seemed to keep going due to Hong

Kong's disquiet regarding the mainland station of Hong Kong, assimilation, and merger of

Hong Kong, and interference of China in the internal affairs of Hong Kong. The problem also

includes the question of what will be the status of Hong Kong after '50 Years' Basic Law and

Hong Kong's political, legal, and economic system guarantees due to the Sino-British Joint

Declaration in 1984 expire.

Nagorno-Karabakh

The disputes on the political status of the Nagorno-Karabakh region can be traced back to the

15th century, but the main source of the disputes were mainly based on the results of the

decisions taken in the Sovietization of Azerbaijan and Armenia in 1920 and thereafter. The

Communist Party of the Soviet Union Decided to annex the region with Azerbaijan Soviet

Socialist Republic with regional autonomy thus, On July 7, 1923, The Nagorno-Karabakh

Autonomous Oblast was formed with the Capital City of Stepanakert. Some Armenians

through the years requested the annexation of the land with the Armenian Soviet Socialist

Republic, but these requests were rejected. Despite this, the consequences of this decision

were not prominent until the Dissolution of the Soviet Union. In the last years of the Soviet

Union, the ethnic tension and territorial disputes between Armenians and Azerbaijanis created

the First Nagorno-Karabakh war. As a result of this war, the region got divided between the

Republic of Azerbaijan and the de facto Republic of Artsakh. The war was concluded with the

signing of the Bishkek Protocol between representatives of Russia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, and

Artsakh on May 5, 1994. Some parts of the Nagorno-Karabakh are controlled by the

self-proclaimed republic of Artsakh. UN member states, including Armenia, do not recognize

this republic, and the territory is internationally recognized as a part of Azerbaijan.



Nevertheless, the Republic of Artsakh works as a de facto part of the Republic of Armenia.

With some events as an exception, This ceasefire was valid until the start of the 2020

Nagorno-Karabakh war. The war started on 27 September 2020 and concluded with the

armistice agreement that was signed on 9 November 2020 between Azerbaijan, Armenia, and

Russia. As a result of the war, most of South Nagorno-Karabakh is a part of Azerbaijan

including the town Shusha.

Hamas Government in Gaza

The region of Palestine was a province of the Ottoman Empire. This region also consists of

Jerusalem which is considered a holy place for the 3 mainly consisting religions in the area:

Muslims, Christians, and Judaists. Also, this City was the primary reason for the Crusades in

the medieval ages. In the early 20th century the idea of Zionism discernible. The Idea of a

Nation-State in holy lands was pleasant for the scattered Jews across the world and the British

Empire assisted this idea with the Balfour Declaration in 1917 thus, wide immigration of Jews

to captured Palestine started. After the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War I, the

control of Palestine was given to the British Empire by the League of Nations in 1922. The

Jew population escalated until the Great Palestinian Revolt in 1936. As a Consequence of this

Revolt, The British Government released a White Paper in 1939. This White paper stated that

a Jewish State in Independent Palestine will be established in 10 years, but it also stated a

limitation of immigration for 5 years and restrictions to land transactions between Jews and

Arabs. This White Paper heated the conflicts between the Arab population and Jews in the

region. In 1947 The resolution 181 passed the United Nations, General Assembly. It promised

a way to divide the State of Palestine into a Jewish state an Arab state and an international city

of Jerusalem. The communities approached differently to this Resolution. As a result, this

caused a civil war between Arab and Jew Communities. This war concluded with Jewish

victory and thus, the State of Israel was established, and the remaining Arabs established

Palestine in Gaza and West Bank. And in 1967 after the Six days war, all the Palestine Region

was controlled by Israel. In 1987 the violent Riots of the First Intifada started and lasted until

1993. Simultaneously a militant and nationalist organization called Hamas was formed in

Palestine. In the year 2000, the Al-Aqsa Intifada had started and the violence between the

Israeli government and Palestinians escalated and this time it was more violent with the help of

organizations such as Hamas. Consequently, Hamas gained huge support from the Palestinians

and won the 2006 legislative elections. But this caused the Palestinian Civil War often referred

to as the Fatah-Hamas Conflict. As a result of this conflict, the Palestinian Authority Divided

between the internationally recognized Fatah government functioning in the West Bank, and

the de facto state of Hamas in the Gaza Strip also known as the Hamas government in Gaza.



G. Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

There have been several referendums within the autonomies and non-recognized states

themselves, which resulted in drastic changes in the political future of the said states. To give

an example, in 2018, New Caledonia (a French Overseas territory) conducted a referendum for

independence that resulted in the majority wishing to remain in the current status. The same

result was made in another referendum for the independence of the Falkland Islands (a British

Overseas territory). There were also several referendum attempts that failed due to the lack of

votes for a significant change or the insufficiency of the number of voters. Some autonomous

states had declared their wish for the maintenance of their current status. Tokelau and Gibraltar

are two examples. The United Nations has also been a memorable actor in the solving process

of the issue. One of the main objectives of the UN is to encourage decolonization all around the

World. Hence, the fourth General Assembly committee is the Political and Decolonization

Committee. The Committee has concluded several resolutions regarding the topic and has

helped develop better communication ties with the autonomous regions and their mainland. The

UN has also enabled common grounds with the mainland and the non-self-governing territories.

H. Possible Solutions

The main approach we should take is by beginning to evaluate the political and state dispute

over the de-facto states. One solution might be to encourage the non-governmental states and

their mainland states to engage in bilateral diplomatic relations. Good common ground would

allow the states' interests to be known and acknowledged better. Delegates should be aware that

diplomacy must be the main actor in this issue. As many non-recognized states struggle within

themselves, it would be the best option for us as a committee to work on finding plausible

solutions that could be applicable. The delegates may also focus on the deficiencies these states

face. Poor healthcare, substandard education, limited allowance on travelling abroad create an

unhealthy society, as well as the national and international pressure put onto the citizens. While

making decisions, we should take into account the status of the non-recognized or autonomous

states' communities. The parent state and the international community must be wary of two

rules before acting out in these areas of the World. One is that the engagements that are going to

be done must improve the lives of the citizens without discriminating against them over their

parent states' citizens. The other is that the actions taken must be for short-term and long-term

scenarios so as to prevent possible upcoming in those regions. Delegates are expected to keep

these two rules in mind while trying to find the most well-suited solutions.

I. Further Reading



United Nations and decolonization

• https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/about

International Law and the Criteria for Statehood

• https://arno.uvt.nl/show.cgi?fid=121942

Viana Convention on Succession of States in respect of Treaties

• https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/3_2_1978.pdf

The Breakaway States, understanding the Legitimacy

•https://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&h

ttpsredir=1&article=1218&context=curej
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