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Topic: Preserving the rights of the activists and protesters with special

emphasis on the Black Lives Matter movement and police brutality in the

United States

Committee: GA3: Social, Cultural and Humanitarian Committee

A. Welcome Letter from the Student Officer

Dear participants,

My name is Ceren Altuntaş, I am a sophomore in Haydarpaşa High School. I will be serving as

the President of the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee along with my Vice President

Ekin Kahraman from Robert College.

It is my utmost pleasure to welcome you to the eight edition of KMUN. In this year’s edition, we

will be discussing two pressing issues in our committee: preserving the rights of the activists and

protesters with special emphasis on the Black Lives Matter movement and police brutality in the

United States along with tackling the issue of deportation of non-citizen residents during the

global Covid-19 pandemic. I look forward to leading you through interesting debates regarding

our agenda items and hope that this chair report will aid you in starting your research, and I

highly encourage all of you to continue by thoroughly reading through the material provided to

you in the relevant UN treaties and further reading parts.

My wonderful Vice President Ekin and I will be doing our best to assure that you have a

wonderful experience in SOCHUM. We look forward to meeting you all and wish you good luck.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via

altuntasceren04@gmail.com & kaheki.23@robcol.k12.tr

Cultural, and Humanitarian Committee, addresses a broad range of agendas primarily of

       B. Introduction to the Committee

Established in 1947, the third of the six General Assembly Committee, also known as the Social,
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humanitarian affairs, social and cultural issues on a regional and global scale. The focal point of

SOCHUM is to preserve fundamental human rights and prevent violations of human rights. Other

topics discussed within SOCHUM also comprise questions about ensuring self-determination,

preservation of international peace and security, protection of children, empowerment of women,

safeguarding indigenous populations, controlling international drug trade, combatting racism, and

advancement of economic growth. All 193 members of the UN are allowed to participate in its

sessions. Besides, entities with Permanent Observers Status may also attend the sessions and

workings of the United National General Assembly. Reports on special procedures of the Human

Rights Council, established in 2006, are also examined by the General Assembly Third  Committee.

Activism is gaining momentum all around the world. However, as in all the previous movements,

activism also faced great oppression since its first sparkle at the beginning of the  1950s. Even

though these civil society actors were protected and recognized by the international community,

activists face being portrayed as criminals, foreign agents, and anti-nationals. These labels

provoked the attacks and oppression against the activists. There were various motives for these

violent acts, such as the legitimate actions of activists, in which they resist policymakers to

confront the social norms and discrimination in society. Although the work of activists plays a

crucial role in the freedom of individuals in terms of assembling and expression,  equality of

society and most of the economic, social, political and environmental reforms, they were never

ensured the safe environment, which is crucial to seek solutions for the problems in a peaceful

manner. Thousands of activists were attacked, killed, forcibly disappeared, harassed, intimidated,

and prosecuted by state and non-state actors. Activists are experiencing constant discrimination,

harassment, and assaults by different layers of society and governments. The social and political

activists are at heightened risk of being attacked. Demanding a better world, expressing the

viewpoint in peaceful demonstrations is central to enjoying human rights. The constitutions of

almost every country value freedom of speech but prohibit hate speeches. On the contrary,

nowadays, governments are abusing their authorities to criminalize peaceful protests. Activists

and human rights defenders exposing the unequal conditions of workers, defending rights to

assembly, are imprisoned.

C. Introduction to the Agenda Item



The right to freedom of expression has been protected in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of

Human  Rights, which sets out in wide-ranging terms the human rights that every one of us has. It

was subsequently ensured legitimately by a raft of global and regional treaties. Freedom of

expression also reinforces other human rights, such as the right to freedom of thought, conscience,

and religion - and permits them to flourish. It is also related to the freedom of association - the right

to establish and participate in ideological clubs, societies, trade unions or political parties, and

freedom of peaceful assembly - the right to join a non-violent protest or open meeting-. However,

these rights go under frequent assault by state and non-state actors currently. Freedom of speech, or

freedom of expression, embraces each point of view, including the statements which may be

considered offensive. Free speech is protected by international law, excluding some instances where

it is legally banned in the same code if it abuses other individuals' rights by hate speeches,

discrimination, and provoking violent acts. However, all kinds of limitations on freedom of

expression must be decided by law, defend public benefits or the rights of each individual, and only

allow for that purpose since most of the privileges depend on prosperity, prerogative, and

socioeconomic factors. Those who have more socioeconomic advantages than others are rarely

prevented in terms of expression of speech. Apart from freedoms of speech and expression,  media

freedom cannot be ensured to activists by governments since their activities in their technological

devices are tracked and recorded. Organizations like Amnesty International have attempted to launch

programs to prevent and scan surveillance spyware.



Black Lives Matter is a political and social movement that protests police brutality and all forms of

ethnic violence against black people. Although some groups, such as the Black Lives Matter Global

Network, explicitly call themselves "Black Lives Matter," the Black Lives Matter movement

comprises diverse individuals and organizations. The Black Lives Matter movement and its affiliated

groups usually campaign against excessive brutality against black citizens, and a variety of other

social reforms thought to be linked to black empowerment.

Humanitarian/Social Activism: Social activism aims to fight against preventing human rights

abuses, LGBTI rights, suppressing discrimination, and protest social circumstances, policies, and

acts that violate core societal values and ideologies to ensure a peaceful and equal environment to

the social layers forming the society.

Political Activism: Political activism sets focus on campaigns to raise awareness about political

ideologies and contribute to political reforms.

Environmental Activism: Environmental activism allocates social, scientific, political, and

conservative methods causing climate crisis and environmental concerns. Lately, it has led to a

visible effect in increased awareness and changes both in individuals' comfort zones and

legislations of companies, governments by primarily minimizing single-use plastics and carbon

emissions.

Digital Activism: Digital Activism, also known as Internet Activism and cyber activism, is

considered an effective way of delivering information to large audiences via social media

platforms. Each activism type comprises digital activism in collaborating with other activism,

conducting research, and publicizing the information gathered.

Economic Activism: Economic Activism aspires to boycott the outspend companies and zero

economic growth utilizing economic power for social, political, and economic reform.

Brand Activism: Brand activism seeks methods to inform and raise the consciousness of

consumers about companies' political practices and marketing management.

D. Key Terms



Aggressions: Macroaggressions and microaggressions are two of the primary forms of racial or

discriminatory abuses which target either a specific group of the same race, gender, disability,

financial position, or any difference of an individual.

Solidarity: Collaboration or agreement of feeling or action, particularly among individuals with a
shared interest, cooperation in a group.

Most of the time, society embraces the activists when policymakers or world leaders refer to them

in their speech in a mordacious manner. Activists are seldom known for the achievements of their

movement since they are not only widely criticized but also oppressed verbally and physically by

governments in order not to announce their actions publicly and attract the crowd. Each activist

movement faced discrimination, oppression, and being under the risk of physical and emotional

abuse, although activist formations have to expand their populace further nowadays. Individual

activism or altering the habits of individuals does not suffice to achieve fundamental changes in the

absence of a robust civil society. Therefore, if external powers maltreat activists, and the activism

tapers off, the conscious communities who object to constitutional violations, misconduct of law

will be demotivated, and the development in all spheres of society will cease. Arshak Makichyan, a

25-years old climate activist of Fridays for Future Russia, staged his 49th school strike for climate

on 14 February 2020, even though he got jailed for six days when he arrived back from the COP25

gathering in Madrid as a consequence of participating in a demonstration in Moscow without

permission. Considering the limitations that Russia set in the mass protests, Arshak has been

sentenced to six days of imprisonment because of their climate strike on 25 October, in which they

hold placards with no political content. Still, signs which have "climate crisis", "strike for climate",

and "climate crisis will affect you." slogans on. To prevent further corruption, a free press, unbiased

law enforcement, and the support of policymakers are inevitably crucial.

E. General Overview



Twenty-eight activists, who were imprisoned in Niger on 13 July 2018 during their peaceful
protests and the Human Rights Activists in Iran, were arrested unjustly. In addition to that, the
imprisonment of democracy activists in Hong Kong in 2017 are only a few cases of insight in which
the policymakers violate the freedom of speech and assembly of Human Rights Defenders and
activists. Another example of unjust imprisonment is Xu Zhiyong, a human rights activist on behalf
of his rise of a "New Citizens' Movement," which he launched in 2012. He was jailed for his
legitimate acts and peaceful activism for four years. He was released in 2017. At the beginning of
February 2020, Xu had called on President Xi Jinping to resign and disapproved of his management
of the coronavirus crisis and his stance against the Hong Kong pro-democracy demonstrations.
When the authorities cracked down on a meeting of human rights attorneys and activists attended,
in which Xi Zhiyong was also present, in the southeastern city of Xiamen, more than ten people
who were at the meeting were summoned or imprisoned. Xu Zhiyong was also detained while
staying at the house of fellow activist Yang Bin, who had also spoken his mind against China's
restriction of discussion on the virus.

The Origin of Black Lives Matter

Black Lives Matter movements originated in 2013 when a neighborhood watch named George
Zimmerman caused 17-year-old Trayvon Martin to die from a gunshot wound and was found not
guilty. Since then, Black Lives Matter protests have occurred in many places and from time to time
in the United States. Following the death of George Floyd, which was caused by Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin, the campaign returned to national media and received more international
recognition during the worldwide George Floyd protests in 2020. With 15 to 26 million participants
in 550 different locations across the country, the George Floyd protests became one of the most
significant Black Lives Matter movements worldwide. George Floyd Protests did not only show its
impact in the United States but in 60 other countries as well.



Black Lives Matter Protests in the World

Protests took place primarily in Africa. In Kenya, dozens of activists protested outside the United
States Embassy, criticizing the police for using brutal force and 22 extrajudicial executions.
Protestors also accused the embassy of implicitly endorsing American police violence with being
quiet after the protests in the United States. Additionally, in western Kenya, residents of a small
village burnt a police station to protest the murder of a trader who was accused of selling fake
sanitizer by the police. Protestors in Nigeria seek justice for 16-year-old Tina Ezekwe, allegedly
killed by Lagos State Police Command Officers, and for Uwaila Omozuwa, a 22-year-old student,
who was raped and murdered in a church close to Benin.

Protests showed their impact in the Asian countries too. In Sri Lanka, about 100 people gathered
together to seek justice for Floyd. The protest ended tragically with the police "throwing at least one
woman into an open truck." Organizations and political parties intensely criticized the police for
neglecting the rights of the activists.

In Europe, the most notable protests took place in the United Kingdom. Activists came together to
seek justice for Floyd in multiple cities, including Birmingham, Liverpool, London, Manchester,
and Newcastle. Many of the protests aimed to highlight problems about law enforcement and police
brutality.

I CAN’T BREATHE

The slogan "I can't breathe" was the last words of Eric Garner, who was choked to death by a police
officer on July 17, 2014. Because of George Floyd, who said identical words before he died, the
slogan "I can't breathe" had a significant role in the Black Lives Matter protests in the United States.
According to the 2020 report of the New York Times, 70 people used this slogan before they died in
police custody. Nowadays, the slogan is used in protests against police brutality in the United
States. In 2014, there were over a hundred protests drawing attention to the death of Garner and
standing against police violence.

Ahmaud Arbery, a 25-year-old black man, was followed and shot dead while hiking in Glynn
County. It was learned that three white men named Travis McMichael, Gregory McMichael, and
William "Roddie" Bryan were involved in the murder. The incident went viral after the murderers
were not arrested for 74 days after the murder. Many celebrities, politicians, athletes, and religious
leaders reacted to this incident. There were many protests across the country.

Breonna Taylor, 26 years old, was shot and killed by three police officers, Jonathan Mattingly, Brett
Hankison, and Myles Cosgrove, who broke into her home on the pretext of investigating a drug
trade. Kenneth Walker, Taylor's boyfriend, said the police did not warn before they broke into the
house. Walker, who thought the police officers were intruders, fired a warning shot. According to
officials, the warning shot hit the leg of a police officer named Jonathan Mattingly. In return, the
police officers fired 32 bullets. Taylor, who was shot by six bullets, died at the scene. This event
found itself a huge media coverage in the United States. Since then, there have been protests
seeking justice for Breonna Taylor across the country.



Jacob Blake, a 29-year-old black man, was seriously injured when police officer Rusten Sheskey
shot him seven times. During this incident in Wisconsin, USA, Blake's three sons were in the back
seat of his car and witnessed the incident. After this incident, many athletes and politicians
condemned the incident. There were marches and rallies in the country. Blake was commemorated
many times at the Black Lives Matter protests. It was stated that Sheskey, who was suspended after
the incident, returned to his regular duty in April 2021.

Black Lives Matter in Sports

After the police violence and racism events developed in the country, many sports leagues and
athletes showed their support for the Black Lives Matter movement. The biggest of these examples
took place at the National Basketball Association (NBA). NBA team Milwaukee Bucks refused to
play against Orlando Magic in protest of Jacob Blake's shooting. The NBA management has
canceled all three matches on the same day. This event, which went viral in August, started a chain
reaction. Other sports leagues followed a similar attitude to the NBA. The Women's National
Basketball Association (WNBA), NBA G League, and Major League Soccer (MLS) were some of
the sports leagues that postponed their events.

One of the striking gestures of the Black Lives Matter protests is to kneel on the ground and make a
fist in the air. The origin of this gesture is based on Colin Kaepernick. Kaepernick knelt to protest
racism and police brutality on September 1, 2016. Thus, it became an indispensable gesture in the
Black Lives Matter protests.





Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS)

SARS, which stands for Special Anti-Robbery Squad, was a Nigerian Police Force unit established
in late 1992 to deal with events such as robbery, kidnapping, and vehicle theft. SARS has been
subjected to numerous criticisms for extrajudicial killings, extortion, armed robbery, torture,
kidnapping, illegal organ trafficking, house invasions, rape, blackmail, child arrests, and violation
of privacy. People who wanted to protest against SARS started the "END SARS" movement.

The "END SARS" movement started in 2017 as a Twitter campaign. A total of 28 million tweets
were posted using the #ENDSARS hashtag. The slogan gained popularity again in 2020, and many
protests were held in October 2020. As a result of the protests, it was announced that the unit would
dissolve on October 11, 2020. This event, which was shown as a success, was celebrated in the
country. However, it was learned that SARS officers were assigned to other institutions in the
country. The protests took place with this unfolding event. The Nigerian Government has followed
deadly means, such as killing protestors, thereby putting pressure on protesters. Nevertheless, this
incident ultimately brought the protesters together. There have been national and international
protests, demonstrations, and marches criticizing Buhari's Government, however the protests are yet
to make the government step back.

1992 Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) was

established.

26 August 2006- 6 February 2014 Indigenous Peoples in Phulbari, Bangladesh protest

to stop the Open Pit Coal Mine, which would

relocate hundreds of people, destroy farmland, and

water  sources.

12 February 2008 Zimbabwean Women unite for Stand Up For

Your  Child campaign

13 June 2009-11 February 2010 Iranian Green Movement protests have launched.

1 February 2011 University of Glasgow students occupy

Hetherington House protesting proposed education

cuts (Free  Hetherington Campaign)

F. Timeline of Key Events



March 2011- August 2016 Rio de Janeiro residents protest the World

Cup and  Olympics

May 2011- December 2011 Kazakh oil workers strike against three leading oil

companies for better pay and increased

unionization  activities

12 May 2011- 27 September 2013 Chilean Student Campaign to Reform Education

has  started.

26 February 2012 Trayvon Martin was shot and killed by George

Zimmerman.

25 April 2012-15 July 2013 Cooper Union Students Sit-in to Maintain

Free  Tuition

8th August 2012- 18th September 2012 Marikana miners strike for better wages

19 December 2012- 13 May 2013 Garfield High School teachers in Seattle,

Washington  boycott Measures of Academic

Progress (MAP) test

6 June 2013- 30 June 2013 Brazilian Free Fare Movement (MPL)

mobilizes  against fare hikes

July 2013 Black Lives Matter movement started with the

use of the hashtag #BlackLivesMatter on

social media.

8 July 2013-5 September 2013 California inmates hunger strike to improve

prison  conditions

14 July 2013- August 2013 Rio de Janeiro residents protest man's disappearance

October 2013-July 2014 Romanian citizens of Pungesti, backed by

Greenpeace, force Chevron to stop fracking

operations.



10 May 2014- 16 April 2015 Citizens of South Korea campaign for investigation

of  the Sewol ferry accident

17 July 2014 Eric Garner was killed.

April 2016-February 2017 Dakota Access Pipeline protests began.

1 September 2016 Colin Kaepernick knelt down to protest police
brutality and racism.

12 July 2017 Michael Bloomberg and Governor of

California  launch new US climate action

plan

4 August 2016 Black Lives Matter Protests started in the UK.

4 November 2016 Paris Agreement entered into force.

2017 “END SARS” movement started on Twitter.

14 March 2017 The Philippines unanimously votes to ratify

Paris  Agreement

March 2017 El Salvador prohibits all metal-mining

activities  within its borders.

11 July 2017 Human Rights Campaign announces most

significant  grassroots expansion in its history

September 2017 Native American tribes to honor Paris Accord

16 November 2017 Starbucks, Gap, Nike, and over 300 other

businesses  ask Trump to stand by climate deal

1 January 2018 New Social Media Hate Speech Law of Germany

has been imposed.

12 February 2018 #MeToo justice infiltrates the aid sector as

sexual  exploitation allegations proliferate.



10 Mart 2018 The Gambia and Somalia make strides for

human  rights

14 March 2018 U.S. students stage national school walkout to

urge  action on gun violence

April 2018 The South African Federation of Trade Unions

presses ahead with nationwide protest over ‘poverty

level’ minimum wage

18 May 2018 China, India on course to surpass Paris

Agreement  climate pledges

25 July 2018 Chinese citizens are using blockchain to warn

each other of unsafe vaccines.

20 August 2018 Greta Thunberg founded the school strike for climate.

13 October 2018 Tens of thousands march across France for

climate  action

30 October 2018 Pakistan releases Christian woman penalized to

die  for blasphemy

2 November 2018 U.S. Supreme Court lets youths’ case

demanding  climate action proceed

1 January 2019 5 million Indian women just made a 385-mile

human  chain for gender equality

5 January 2019 Incarcerated people and allies rally to turn on

heat and power in NYC federal jail

24 January 2019 32,000 Belgian students march to demand

climate  action

15 March 2019 Millions march worldwide in youth-led climate strike



15 April 2019 6,034 Amazon employees demand company

climate change plan

3 June 2019 Thousands of Japanese women join the campaign

to  ban workplace high heel requirements

19 September 2019 Amazon initiates to become carbon neutral by 2040

20 September 2019 Over 6,000 websites and companies are striking

to  support the Global Climate Strike

11 February 2020 Switzerland votes in favor of LGBT protection bill

17 February 2020 Jeff Bezos: World's richest man pledges $10bn

to  fight climate change

23 February 2020 Ahmaud Arbery was fatally shot.

13 March 2020 Breonna Taylor was shot and killed.

26 May 2020 The George Floyd protests started in the United

States and different parts of the world.

23 August 2020 Jacob Blake was shot and seriously injured.

27 August 2020 The National Basketball Association (NBA)

postponed its playoff games.

October 2020 Series of protests start in Nigeria calling for the

dissolution of SARS

11 October 2020 It was declared that SARS was dissolved.

20 April 2021 Derek Chauvin was found guilty of

second-degree murder, third-degree murder and



second-degree manslaughter.

Human Rights Council: Established on March 15, 2006, by the United Nations, the Human Rights

Council proposed to substitute the UN Commission on Human Rights. Its headquarters are

located in Geneva, Switzerland, and its membership includes 47 members. The Human Rights

Council addresses freedom of association and assembly, freedom of expression, freedom of

belief and religion, women's rights, LGBT rights, and the rights of racial and ethnic minorities.

Amnesty International: Having more than seven million members and supporters worldwide, Amnesty

International was established in 1961 in the United Kingdom, where its headquarters are located.

It is a non-governmental organization that exposes human rights violations and investigates

injustice and violent behaviors against activists. Amnesty International unites people concerned

with freedom and injustice in solidarity to ensure that everyone enjoys the human rights gained

by the United National Declaration of Human Rights in a safe environment with neither

discrimination nor prejudice.

Human Rights Watch: HRW was established in 1978, under the name of Helsinki Watch, to inspect

human rights violations in countries that signed the Helsinki Accords. Its membership includes

approximately 450 people from various occupations who protect the minorities, children, women

in conflict zones, and activists under risk. Human Rights Watch defines its ideology by

investigating, exposing, and changing the government policies or providing the support of the

UN to ensure that justice is preserved.

Fridays for Future: Starting with Greta Thunberg's school strikes for climate in August 2018,

Fridays for Future expanded its populace and organized four global strikes with the attendance

of millions of people all around the world and perseveres the political inactivity regarding the

climate crisis and misuse of power by world leaders leaving long-lasting detrimental effects on

the environment by carbon emissions and expansion of the greenhouse effect.

Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL): Since its establishment in 1989, CIEL

has attached credence to international law to contribute to climate action, maintain human

G. Major Parties Involved



rights,  and ensure an equal society.

Black Lives Matter Global Network Foundation (BLMGNF): It is a decentralized organization with

branches in various cities devoted to organizing and carrying out events contributing to the Black Lives

Matter movement. The association has no official leader, and most chapters operate autonomously.

The United Nations Human Rights Council, Amnesty International, CIEL, and NGOs such as Global

Witness are constantly launching campaigns such as HRC Rising by Human Rights Council to

resist the hate speeches and misuse of the law to protect and preserve the rights of activists

taking the governments' viewpoints, moral values of societies into consideration. However,

these campaigns do not suffice to function as a bridge between the state, non-state actors, and

the activists. Campaigns and demonstrations have been addressed to NGOs and other activist

groups, who are already conscious and active upon the issue. However, governments should

not be seen as the opponent, since the support of policymakers are inevitable for the

implementations of fundamental changes in society and avoid public polarization. On the other

hand, one should bear in mind that this coalition between governments and activists cannot be

ensured without governments requesting to cooperate with activist groups.

Secondly, if the declarations and law enforcement on human rights were taken seriously and preserved

unbiasedly, powerful actors would not have enough courage to attack protestors because of

their legitimate activities. The United Nations Human Rights Council carries a resolution

encouraging all states to defend the civil society movements from any abuse, violence, and

discrimination and inflict the necessary punishments at the occurrence of such cases. China,

Russia, and Pakistan submitted amendments to this resolution, emphasizing putting national

sovereignty above civil society movements. China and Russia introduced restrictions to civil

society at the national level and are attempting to limit their independence and shut their voices

since civil society actors offer unbiased and legitimate platforms for citizens to express their

concerns about political ideologies and refer to their political stances without their freedoms

being restricted. Countries are constantly attempting to pressure the ongoing protests and

activist movements, as shown in the situations mentioned above. Consequently, both

governments and civil society movements must cooperate nationally and internationally to

prohibit more violations of activists' and protesters' rights.

H. Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue



● Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Article 18.

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion; this right

includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in

community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in

teaching, practice, worship, and observance.

Article 19.

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom

to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive, and impart information and

ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

Article 20.

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and

association. (2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

I. Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events



● Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups, and Organs of Society

to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental

Freedoms

Article 6

Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others:

(a) To know, seek, obtain, receive and hold information about all human rights and fundamental

freedoms, including having access to information as to how those rights and freedoms are given

effect in domestic legislative, judicial or administrative systems;

(b) As provided for in human rights and other applicable international instruments, freely to publish,

impart or disseminate to others views, information and knowledge on all human rights and

fundamental freedoms;

(c) To study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the observance, both in law and in practice, of all

human rights and fundamental freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw

public attention to those matters.

Article 12

1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities

against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of

everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de

facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of

his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the presentDeclaration.

3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected

adequately under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities,

and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights

and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that

affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Article 14



1. The State has the responsibility to take legislative, judicial, administrative, or other appropriate

measures to promote the understanding by all persons under its jurisdiction of their civil, political,

economic, social, and cultural rights.

2. Such measures shall include inter alia:

(a) The publication and widespread availability of national laws and regulations and of applicable basic

international human rights instruments;

(b) Full and equal access to international documents in the field of human rights, including the periodic

reports by the State to the bodies established by the international human rights treaties to which it is

a party, as well as the summary records of discussions and the official reports of these bodies.

3. The State shall ensure and support, where appropriate, the creation and development of further

independent national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental

freedoms in all territory under its jurisdiction, whether they be ombudsmen, human rights

commissions or any other form of national institution.

● International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution

2200A (XXI) of 16 December 1966 (entry into force 23 March 1976, in accordance with Article 49)

If every individual was told the necessity of participating in or showing support to the civil society

movements in their countries for wide-range fundamental changes about economic, social, cultural, and

environmental developments in the society they live in, the oppression regarded to the activist

movements would not have overcome the predominance of civil society. On the other hand, without

most people taking part in demonstrations, policymakers, companies, and encounter groups will

endeavor to suppress the voice of activists labeling them terrorists, anti-nationals, and nonconformists.

Hence, NGOs are obliged to offer direct assistance to those rights that have been violated apart from

launching general campaigns and collecting accurate information from reliable sources.

The civil society lacks a subsidiary branch that will investigate the violations of freedoms and

J. Possible Solutions



misconducts of law enforcement against the activists and protestors, publicize the data regarding the

increased amount of movements, campaigns and activists all around the world without having any

concerns regarding the restrictions on media freedom since most of the media platforms are accused of a

data breach, cooperating with governments and keep the users under surveillance to prevent the

assemblage. Therefore, the dominant presence of an unbiased media platform is significantly needed,

which will collect and process the data gathered from credible databases of NGOs, movements with their

allowance and broadcast the cases of harassment, verbal or emotional abuse, oppression, unjust

imprisonment, and discriminative acts of governments, civilians, NGOs against the activists, protestors

and human rights defenders, when unjust penalties are not regulated and punished, the risk for civil

society actors increases.

An agreement must be concluded to prohibit the unjust penalties, and the conditions must be detailed on

this legal basis to decide on whether it is a commission of a criminal offense or not. With the political

implementation of this agreement, the penalties imposed on activists, human rights defenders, and

protestors will be legitimate and just. A newly established international judicial organ, consisting of

unbiased experts, can also participate in the decision and implementation process to ensure the

maintainability of the solution alternative.

o Universal Declaration of Human Rights

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf

o Deadly but Preventable Attacks, Killings and Enforced Disappearances Of Those Who

Defend Human Rights

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ACT3072702017ENGLISH.PDF

o Guidelines on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders

https://www.osce.org/odihr/guidelines-on-the-protection-of-human-rights-defenders

? download=true

o Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom ofopinion
and expression

K. Further Reading



https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx o

China: Detention of activist shows unrelenting assault on freedom of expression

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/02/china-detention-of-activist-shows-u
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