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A. Welcome Letter from the Student Officer

Dear participants,

My name is Ceren Altuntaş, I am a sophomore in Haydarpaşa High School. I will be serving as

the President of the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee along with my Vice President

Ekin Kahraman from Robert College.

It is my utmost pleasure to welcome you to the eight edition of KMUN. In this year’s edition, we

will be discussing two pressing issues in our committee: preserving the rights of the activists and

protesters with special emphasis on the Black Lives Matter movement and police brutality in the

United States along with tackling the issue of deportation of non-citizen residents during the

global Covid-19 pandemic. I look forward to leading you through interesting debates regarding

our agenda items and hope that this chair report will aid you in starting your research, and I

highly encourage all of you to continue by thoroughly reading through the material provided to

you in the relevant UN treaties and further reading parts.

My wonderful Vice President Ekin and I will be doing our best to assure that you have a

wonderful experience in SOCHUM. We look forward to meeting you all and wish you good

luck. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via

altuntasceren04@gmail.com & kaheki.23@robcol.k12.tr.

B. Introduction to the Committee

The Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) is the United Nations’ third
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General Assembly committee. It takes on the rules of other General Assembly committees, and

all 193 member states of the United Nations are a part of SOCHUM. It also includes numerous

observer states and entities recognized by the United Nations who are unable to vote.

Since its establishment in 1947, SOCHUM has been taking on a wide range of agenda items

related to human rights and humanitarian affairs, as well as social issues that affect people

around the globe. Some of these issues include the treatment of refugees and eradicating racism,

along with pressing questions on social development such as criminal justice and equality for

those with disabilities.

C. Introduction to the Agenda Item

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, immigrants have been facing significant difficulties

in their lives. While the pandemic has undoubtedly had devastating effects on the whole world,

migrant communities especially have been getting disproportionately affected. Issues such as

lack of access to healthcare and social services along with unemployment that were already

present have only worsened due to the pandemic, especially for undocumented individuals.

On top of these concerns, States have been turning to the deportation of citizens as a means of

combating the pandemic. While such forced returns already have many negative effects on

individuals, the current pandemic has only intensified the strain this can cause.

States have alarmingly been trying to justify human rights violations during these removals

under the names of COVID-19 precautions. Immigrants’ safety from refoulement and the

situation they will be faced with in the country of return are matters that must be addressed under

the name of law, and issues of such significance cannot be ignored no matter what. Upholding

international law during the pandemic is vital.

Another issue related to the distressing lack of regard for basic human rights is the consequences

deportation can have on health in regards to the pandemic. Immigrants that have already been

suffering from the inhumane treatment in detention centres are now facing the additional risk of

contracting COVID-19, leaving migrant communities even more vulnerable to the disease.

Public officials and social workers in both host and origin countries have also been affected.



Many healthcare systems are already facing difficulties due to a lack in capacity, and deportation

only heightens such concerns.

All in all, the current pandemic has left migrant communities in considerable stress, and forced

removals have been leaving them even more exposed to facing negative effects of the pandemic.

States must make sure that human rights are being implemented correctly and take the proper

precautions in order to ensure the safety of immigrants, and they must ensure that restrictions are

implemented in a way that doesn’t cause discrimination.

D. Key Terms

Deportation: The permanent removal of an individual or group from a place or country

Immigrant/Migrant: An individual who relocates to a foreign country in order to permanently

live there

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcements (ICE): The United States’ federal law

enforcement agency that works to protect its country from cross-border crimes and illegal

immigration.

Undocumented: Immigrants who do not have legal documentation allowing them to reside in

the country they have emigrated to

E. General Overview

Deportation has always been an issue that significantly damages migrant communities: families

are separated, hundreds end up in poverty and the rising threat causes general unease within the

public. With the pandemic, these issues have been highlighted even further, with the United

States and Canada in particular deporting thousands despite the ongoing crisis. Forced removals

have damaged migrants, a group that is already at risk of being confronted with negative

repercussions.

Aside from the effects on migrants, the actual deportees are now more at risk than ever. The

already faulty deportation system in the United States of America only worsened with the effects

of the pandemic. The previous Trump administration’s aggressive stance against immigrants has



turned detention centres into a booming business, causing more and more private companies to

aim for profit by providing the bare minimum for detainees. The lack of regard for human life in

such centres has resulted in inhumane treatment which has gotten even worse as the pandemic is

used as an excuse. In only one year, 21 individuals lost their lives in detention centres.

Despite court orders against the detention of children, ICE has sustained its prior stance in the

deportation of minors and forcibly removed hundreds of children and mothers. Minors and

mothers with newborns have been left alone in countries where they don’t have anywhere to go

during a global pandemic. The zero tolerance policy of the United States has failed to consider

the lives and well beings of these defenseless deportees.

Furthermore, under the name of pandemic regulations, ICE officials have been disregarding

guidelines while performing apprehensions. By law, ICE officers are prohibited from performing

immigration enforcement in places such as hospitals, schools and churches that can be regarded

as sensitive. ICE officers failing to enforce this rule has caused immigrant families to have a fear

of visiting such places, therefore preventing individuals from being able to get treatment and

testing for COVID-19. With the preexisting difficulties that migrant communities within the

United States face in regards to healthcare, this puts them in even further risk.

As for Canada, although the treatment of detainees is reported to be more humane, there has been

an alarming rise in the number of deportations in 2020. Having deported the highest number of

individuals since 2015, Canada is faced with concerns in regards to their questionable actions.

Countries that deported a considerable amount of individuals were also faced with consequences

in regards to the health crisis itself, with the vast majority of deportees testing positive upon

removal resulting in many law enforcement officials and social workers being infected by the

virus. Along with humanitarian concerns, detention centres’ roles in spreading the virus even

further have also been a massive concern.

However, when mentioning the spread of the virus, it must be stated that these forced removals

have been most detrimental to the recipient countries. Throughout the pandemic, developing



countries have been much more exposed to the adverse effects of COVID-19. Latin American

states, which receive a mass number of deportees, are an example of this. With some already

facing crises prior to the pandemic, many states are now faced with the consequences of the lack

of capacity in their healthcare systems.

Rising deportations to Latin American states mainly from the United States threaten to

overwhelm the capacities of their healthcare systems even further. Cruel treatment of migrants

and lack of proper precautions has resulted in migrants testing positive upon being deported,

adding to the spread of the virus.

Various United Nations bodies have stated their concerns regarding the unsettling situation with

deportations during the pandemic. The United Nations Network on Migration and the United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) specifically have called for the suspension

of these deportations, expressing that such inhumane treatment is unacceptable.

To sum up, it can be clearly stated that the ongoing pandemic has had detrimental effects on the

way immigrants are treated. Mass deportations have put great stress on migrant populations and

worsened the current health crisis. Along with that, the devastating inhumane treatment of

detainees has only furthered the issues that immigrants are currently dealing with. As the General

Assembly committee responsible for humanitarian affairs, SOCHUM must take immediate

action to prevent the continuation of the situation.

F. Major Parties Involved

The United States of America

The USA has deported thousands of non-citizens during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Especially during the Trump administration, aggressive immigrant enforcement agenda has been

applied and it has resulted in deportation of thousands of people to their home countries. Most of

the deported people were from Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador and the majority

of the deported people tested positive for Covid-19. Even before the deportation, some people

were already tested positive for Covid-19 virus which caused the further spread of the virus.



Also, since the migrant centers were in poor health conditions, the people who were deported

from these centers made the spread of the virus even more possible. Therefore, with the lack of

health services and deportations, the USA has endangered global health. Moreover, even though

the newly elected president Joe Biden has promised to stop deportations, he has not taken any

actions towards stopping them.

Canada

According to Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA), 12,122 people have been

deported during 2020. Even though Canada has officially imposed a moratorium on deportation

in March 2020, it has ended in November. During the pandemic, Canada’s policy is to limit the

travel by permitting only essential travels; however, no significant reasons are provided for

deportations which is contradicting with its policy. Even though Canada claims that they are

following the human rights and public safety obligations during the deportation processes, the

deportations are putting thousands of lives in danger.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

UNHCR is working to prevent the unlawful deportation of the non-citizens during the

Covid-19 outbreak. It is calling Member States to show their devotion to the issue by adopting a

human rights-based approach to the deportation of non-citizen residents. Also, with the United

Nations Network on Migration, UNHCR has published a statement that reaffirms the necessity of

suspending forced deportations during the Covid-19 pandemic for protecting the health and

human rights of non-citizen residents.

Mexico

Mexico was one of the countries which has received deportees from the USA and it has

received the majority of the US deportees. More than 15,000 deportees, including non-Mexican

citizens, have entered Mexico after being deported from the USA. Mexico was already

struggling to respond to the pandemic due to lack of resources and with the deportees, providing

healthcare became even harder for the Mexican authorities. Since the US has failed to provide

adequate healthcare equipment for the deportees and Mexico has not required an isolation or test

from the people they have received, the safety of those deportees became even a bigger problem.



It also put the lives of other Mexican citizens in danger. Moreover, Mexico could not provide

adequate shelter, security nor healthcare to the deported individuals which has only worsened the

current situation. Furthermore, other Latin American countries like Guatemala, Honduras and El

Salvador are experiencing a similar situation with Mexico because of the deportees from the

USA.

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

The OHCHR is a UN organ working to ensure human rights. The deportation of

non-citizens in the middle of a pandemic is a clear violation of human rights; therefore, with the

UNHCR, OHCHR is calling Member States to follow a human rights-based approach to the

deportation of non-citizen residents. Furthermore, the OHCHR aims to implement the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights in all countries which also includes articles on the human rights of

the people on the move.

G. Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

The United Nations Network on Migration has released a statement on 13 May 2020

which asks the Member States to suspend deportations to prevent forced returns during the

Covid-19. The statement aimed to protect the health and human rights of the migrants, regardless

of their status, in the times of a pandemic. Many Member States have followed the statement

made by the Network and Migration by suspending the deportations temporarily, providing

temporary residences and releasing people from the detention centres. However, since the

statement was not a binding document and it was not directly making the suspension obligatory,

some of the Member States disobeyed the statement and continued the deportations. Even though

the statement was effectful to decrease the deportations, it could not prevent them permanently.

Also, some Member States continued the deportations after a temporary suspension which made

the statement inefficient.

To prevent further spread of Covid-19 virus, some of the governments have asked for

Covid-19 tests from the deported people before accepting them. Since some governments sent

the deportees regardless of their health conditions, requiring a test for the individuals was a

significant step. Even though this could not prevent the deportations, it was important to slow

down the transmission of the virus. However, some countries are still not requiring tests before



accepting the individuals and it is causing a global health issue by putting the lives of thousands

in danger during the deportation process. Moreover, some host countries that are deporting the

non-citizen residents are not testing them properly before the deportation. This is another issue

for the test requirement. By implementing inadequate tests, these host states are endangering

global health.

Besides these efforts, the UNHCR, OHCHR, International Organization for Migration

(IOM) and some NGOs like Human Right Watch are working to regulate the deportation of

non-citizen residents. Even though these organizations are calling the Member States to follow

human rights for the solution of the issue, the efforts are remaining incapable to solve the issue.

However, especially the efforts of IOM to provide healthcare and other basic social welfare

assistance to the host country ensure the safety of migrants in those countries. However, these

assistance remains limited with a restricted amount of countries. Therefore, not all migrants have

access to proper healthcare services in their host countries.

H. Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events

- Statement by the United Nations Network on Migration, 13 May 2020

- Policy Brief: COVID-19 and People on the Move, June 2020

- Joint Guidance Note on the Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Human Rights of

Migrants, 26 May 2020

- The Rights of Non-citizens by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights, 2006 (HR/PUB/06/11)

- Resolution adopted by the General Assembly, 25 February 2016 (A/RES/70/147)

- International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and

Members of Their Families Adopted by General Assembly, 18 December 1990

(resolution 45/158)

- COVID-19 and Human Rights, April 2020

- Human rights of migrants Adopted by Human Rights Council (Resolution 9/5)

- Principles and Guidelines migrants in vulnerable situations by the OHCHR

(A/HRC/33/67)

I. Possible Solutions

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/forced-returns-migrants-must-be-suspended-times-covid-19
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/CMWSPMJointGuidanceNoteCOVID-19Migrants.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/noncitizensen.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_147.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cmw.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cmw.aspx
https://www.un.org/victimsofterrorism/sites/www.un.org.victimsofterrorism/files/un_-_human_rights_and_covid_april_2020.pdf
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/HRC/resolutions/A_HRC_RES_9_5.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/PrinciplesAndGuidelines.pdf


First of all, as the United Nations Network on Migration emphasized, the suspension of

forced deportations is a key for the solution of the issue. Since the world has been going through

an extraordinary crisis, it is significant to protect the security and rights of every human being,

including migrants, during these times. However, deportation of the migrants puts first their

health, then the global health under the risk. Since the deportations are not conducted in safe,

disinfected, protected areas, this process endangers the health of deportees with the officials who

are in charge of deportations and citizens of the country they are being deported to. Therefore,

even the deportation of a few people brings the risk of the infection of thousands and accelerates

the transmission of the virus. Therefore, for ensuring the safety of the migrants, it is important to

suspend the deportations during the times of Covid-19. Moreover, it is essential that all of the

Member States agrees and implements this suspension to contribute to the solution of the issue.

However, it is possible that it would not be possible for every Member States to suspend

deportation permanently during the pandemic. Hence, a common ground should be established

about deportations and the countries that are not able to suspend deportations should follow

certain rules. It is significant to come up with safe ways to conduct deportations that will

compromise with the deportation policies of Member States.

Besides, the migrant detention centres are in poor conditions and jeopardize the health of

migrants. It is critical to provide necessary healthcare services and equipment to those centres to

assure the safety of migrants. Necessary measures for Covid-19 should be taken by the

authorities in those centres; otherwise, it threatens the health and welfare of the migrants who are

held in those centres. Furthermore, some children and adolescents are held in the immigration

centres because of the migration status of their parents. Migration detention is never in the best

interest of a child; therefore, the children and adolescents should be released from the detention

centres by providing them with necessary opportunities like residents and healthcare services.

Likewise, holding more people in the migrant centres than its capacity can take creates an

unhealthy environment in the times of pandemic. Therefore, spaces, other than detention centres,

to host migrants should be arranged with the necessary precautions to prevent the spread of the

virus. However, it is probable that many Member States will not be able to provide these services

to migrants due to their economic conditions. Hence, it is crucial to create cooperation between

the Member States because this is a global issue and it requires cooperation.



J. Further Reading

"Article on Migration: What is Migration?"

"Article on Migration during Covid-19 Pandemic"

"Article on the Global Responses to the Migration Detention in the Times of Pandemic"

"Data on the Deportations and Detentions during Covid-19"

"Article on the Rights of Non-citizens"

"Article on the Effects of Covid-19 on Immigration"

"The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Policy during Covid-19"

"Article on the U.S. Policies on Deportation"

"Article on the Impacts of Deportations on the USA and Mexico"

"Article on the Impacts of Immigration Detention during Covid-19"
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