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A. Welcome Letter from the Student Officer

Dear Experts,

As the Vice President of the Advisory Panel on the Question of Asia, I am honored to welcome you to the 8th

annual session of the Kabatas Model United Nations ‘21.

I am Ada Başar —a junior at Uskudar American Academy. This is my third year doing the Model United

Nations, while KMUN is my 10th conference as well as my 4th time in the Advisory Panel. I am honored to

serve as the Vice President of the AP since the experiences and the memories I have gained in the AP have been

the most unprecedented and remarkable ones throughout these three years.

One piece of request I have for you is that prior to the conference, please research the agenda items on your own

and make sure that you are familiar with them in order to form a vast and thorough knowledge. Bearing in mind

that the AP focuses on a specific region around the world each year, please also make sure that you know your

country’s relation to the region. Throughout this process, you can always reach out to us as the presidency

regarding any questions you may have —my email is adanurbasar@gmail.com.

I am looking forward to meeting each of you and wishing you all an unforgettable KMUN ‘21!



B. Introduction to the Agenda Item

First, we must understand what makes an election ‘reliable’ in order to work towards a solution. Democracy

is a system that grants the opinions of the majority and applies it to the whole. Most common way to

exercise democratization is through elections. However, regions such as Latin America, South Asia, Eastern

Europe, North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa struggle with democratization as elections are often rigged.

There are certain researchers that claim even flawed elections can eventually bring democratization;

however, this is not going to be a matter of our agenda. An election can be called ‘reliable’ if it meets certain

standards such as equal right to vote, transparency, accountability, no interference from third parties,

competitiveness. We will be talking about these criteria in depth later in the Research Report. Unreliable

elections can cause serious discontent amongst citizens and it can lead to conflict, violence and protests. The

fact that we will be tackling Asia is quite interesting as some countries have a democratic model in which

they hold inclusive and competitive polls since the end of World War 2 while some other countries have

been holding much more restrictive elections (i.e. limiting the choice to one party). According to Electoral

Integrity Project (2014) the entire region of Asia ranked very poorly on the overall Perception of Electoral

Integrity (PEI) index. PEI is based on 49 indicators, and the elections are marked on a scale from 1 to 100.

Asia ranked 62.3, while Europe ranked 71.9. The mentioned PEI index chart in comparison with the global

average is given below. It is clear that the elections in the three sub-regions of Asia are in very different

states, East Asia remained above the global average while South Asia and Southeast Asia were mostly under

it. Elections in Southeast Asia seem to be the most troubled and this is probably due to Cambodia and

Malaysia. On the other hand, elections in East Asia ranked the most reliable among the three sub-regions.

The reason behind this is most probably South Korea and Japan, highly developed countries. A rather



interesting rank is Mongolia, it ranked 24th in the global comparison, surpassing the United States.

Experts wishing to read more on Asia’s PEI index can check this article from 2014:

http://theconversation.com/voting-in-asia-not-meaningless-charades-but-public-wants-more-24398

servants responding to the needs of voters. These include economic development, governance, reform and

core requirements such as education, health care and infrastructure.

The EIU’s Democracy Index measures the state of democracy by rating electoral processes and pluralism,

the state of civil liberties, the functioning of government, political participation and political culture in more

than 160 countries worldwide. Chart below demonstrates the improvement in South Asia’s average

democracy index, from 4.33 in 2006 (Democracy Index was launched in 2006) to 4.88 in 2016. Even then,

according to the EIU’s Democracy Index, all these countries have been classified as “flawed democracies”

while Afghanistan has been considered “totalitarian” despite two consecutive elections which brought



civilian government.
Southeast Asia has been transformed from a war-affected, impoverished, and fragmented region into one of

the world’s most economically dynamic areas, home to a large and expanding urban middle class with

growing democratic aspirations. Politically, countries that were once deeply divided by the politics of the

Cold War have shown solidarity and engaged in regional cooperation as members of the ASEAN

Community. Unfortunately, as it can be seen above, democratic developments have not kept pace with

Southeast Asia’s rapid economic growth and social transformation. While an increasing number of ASEAN

countries have transitioned towards or adopted democracy and democratic principles are now enshrined in

ASEAN’s key documents, including the ASEAN Charter and ASEAN Declaration of Human Rights, the

region still has a difficult relationship with democratic practice.

C. General Overview

Indicators of a Reliable Election
Inclusivity: The literal meaning of democracy is “rule by people”. Hence, a democratic election must include

as many citizens as possible in order to achieve reduced number of conflicts. Equal right to vote is one of the

core principles of exercising democracy, voting should be available to the public. Women, ethnic/religious

minority groups, people with certain disabilities should not be isolated from the society. On the contrary,

they should be encouraged to participate in the process of electing who will represent them in the

government. This is also important for combating under-representation of traditionally marginalized

populations in governmental bodies. Obviously, some reasonable restrictions are necessary when we talk

about “equal right to vote”. For instance, it would be common sense to decide on a minimum age of voting.

Some even debate there should be a ‘maximum age of voting’ due to the decreasing levels of comprehension

as one gets very old. Whether prisoners should vote or not is still debated. Some universally accepted voting

requirements are residency requirement, a citizenship requirement, and an age requirement. In April 2019,

people in Indonesia went to the polls to cast their votes. Unfortunately ethnic groups and tribes such as

Dayak Meratus who live in the remote areas of Borneo are mostly illiterate, and it isn’t easy to include them

into the voting process. However, they are very keen to take part in the election as they want to have a say in

their future and they want their culture to be heard by the parliament. The election commission decided to

insert logos to help illiterate voters. Although this method can be improved, I believe this sets a good

example of including as many citizens as possible, even the forgotten communities. India also has a similar

application to include voters of all backgrounds into the process. India has 22 official languages and

hundreds of dialects. When India declared its independency, the newly established Election Commission of

India created a range of symbols to correspond to each political party. Illiteracy is a major problem that we

should keep in mind while working on establishing more credible elections in Asia. Literacy, race, gender,

ethnicity, property ownership and ethnicity are irrelevant restrictions that we should eliminate.

Transparency: Transparency is a key element for credible elections, otherwise public’s trust for the



government would be damaged. Transparency is a term for a clear and open process, which is accountable to

people who are eligible to vote. A transparent election process should be able to verify the accuracy of the

results and confirm no irregularities have occurred. It is crucial in order to cancel out the possibility of

electoral fraud. Countries fortunate enough to access certain technologies can set a regulation system to

check that all votes have been recorded and tabulated. However, this does not mean technology increases the

fairness of an election. Electronic voting and counting has been a threat to ensuring transparency, since many

visually verifiable steps in a traditional election process are inside a machine, and is not visible from the

outside. The cyber interference to the US Elections in 2016 would be a good example of this issue. Another

way of promoting transparency in election administration is via enabling observers. This means allowing

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and  citizens participate in monitoring the process

and verifying the election results. By  encouraging the participation of these groups,

the election is open, visible and transparent to interested parties. It not only builds public trust but also

strengthens the principles of democracy. Observers should be allowed to sit through the procedure, intervene

when they see a procedural mistake and/or report an issue. For example, the Asian Foundation carried out a

nationwide observation mission in Bangladesh for the 10th National Parliamentary Elections. The Foundation

collaborated with 29 NGOs to train and deploy  observers. For other municipal elections, they installed an

SMS real-time data collection methodology. More  information about this collaboration can be found in:

http://asiafoundation.org/2015/05/06/booth-capture observing-municipal-elections-in-bangladesh/ . In 2011,

Thailand’s Elections Management Bodies have  invited observers from other EMBs in the region to observe

their election. Observers from the EMBs of the  ‘more democratic’ ASEAN countries of Indonesia and the

Philippines have been to Cambodia a number of  times to observe elections. Many inter-governmental regional

organizations in other parts of the world  undertake elections observation of their own member states,

including the African Union, the League of  Arab States, and the Pacific Islands Forum. In comparison to other

regional organizations, Association of  Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has a lot of room to improve on the

matter. Observation of ASEAN could  have many advantages such as setting regional standards and capacity

building. Though, there are some  sensible arguments about its potential disadvantages. Three disadvantages

that should not be disregarded are: 1) Given that many ASEAN Member States are not democracies, observers

from those non-democratic  countries have nothing to offer in terms of improving democracy. 2) Official

observers may not be willing to  criticize elections in neighboring countries for fear of being criticized

themselves, especially considering the  above-mentioned fact that a number of ASEAN countries are not

democratic. 3) ASEAN might legitimize  unfair elections due to the Member States’ interests.

Competitiveness: restrictions on the fundamental freedoms of assembly, association and expression as well

as strict registration rules have limited the space of political engagement and assaulted a lack of genuine

competition, he said. Meaningful Political Competition Absent . Opposition was largely excluded from mass

media, freedom of assembly was severely hindered, and state administrative resources were used extensively



to promote United Russia, according to numerous reports. In the week prior to the elections, opposition

candidate Gary Kasparov and other members of his Other Russia party were arrested for participating in an

unauthorized march. “Choice without real competition, as we have seen here, is not real choice. The legal

and technical aspects of the election were well administered,

Media: Media plays a paramount role in informing people about the elections. Now that social media has

become one with our daily lives, many candidates use such platforms to reach more people faster, cheaper

and easier. Even in countries where technology isn’t widespread and the population is older, newspapers and

televisions are still quite accessible. Even though it is great that we can access information about the

candidates with a few clicks, this comes with certain disadvantages. Social media is the easiest way to

control masses, false information can go ‘viral’ within seconds. Infollution, also known as Information

Pollution, is a serious problem. Even worse, certain groups and authorities may utilize social media as a way

of manipulation. Media outlets should be a safe and fair platform that can be used by all candidates and the

advertisements by the candidates should not be posted until verified. Social network companies such as

Twitter and Facebook should be encouraged to act on taking down political advertisement that contains false

information; however, this is currently a controversial topic because Mark Zuckerberg himself compared this

alternative to censorship (it should be noted that very recently, Instagram started to flag posts with false

information but it is still a work in progress). He received criticism for his words by famous lawmakers such

as Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. Facebook’s outsized role in funneling false claims and fake news stories to

voters has been criticized since the US Election of 2016. NGOs and political parties should cooperate in

order to eliminate false information and smear campaigns. Another problem that should be tackled is partisan

press. Necessary steps should be taken to guarantee non-partisan coverage in State and public-service media.

Another issue is the censorship in authoritarian regimes, this can extend to muting out other campaigns. India

has cut off services to Facebook and Twitter in Kashmir 28 times in the past five years, and in 2016, access

was blocked for five months, on the grounds that these platforms were being used for anti-social and "anti

national" purposes. Hence, equal access to media is vital. In such regimes, the media tends to side with the

government. For example, currently in the US Elections of 2020, newspapers were ignoring the success of

Bernie Sanders’ campaigns amongst the youth, and although he ranks high up in the polls he wasn’t

mentioned in the news until recently. To give another example, Jeremy Corbyn, leader of the Labour Party

(United Kingdom), has blamed the media after his defeat in the General Election. He stated “The media

intrusion on people’s lives is very high indeed.” Where partisan media is prevalent it is difficult to assure the

just of the elections. Candidates should have a right to provide the electorate information regarding their

attributes, political agendas and pledges; and all candidates should be given equal access to media. It would

not be a fair competition if candidates aren’t given equal platform to campaign. In other words, it should be

an even playing field. In Malaysia and Singapore democratic competition is sabotaged less by electoral fraud

than by unequal access to resources and media.

An extract from ACE Project’s website summarizes the matter of media and elections: “The media are



essential to democracy, and a democratic election is impossible without media. A free and  fair election is

not only about the freedom to vote and the knowledge of how to cast a vote, but also about a  participatory

process where voters engage in public debate and have adequate information about parties,  policies,

candidates and the election process itself in order to make informed choices. Furthermore, media  acts as a

crucial watchdog to democratic elections, safeguarding the transparency of the process. Indeed, a

democratic election with no media freedom, or stifled media freedom, would be a contradiction. In order to

fulfill their roles, the media need to maintain a high level of professionalism, accuracy and impartiality in

their coverage. Regulatory frameworks can help ensure high standards. Laws and regulation should

guarantee fundamental freedoms essential to democracy, including freedom of information and expression,

as well as participation. Meanwhile, provisions such as requiring government media, funded out of public

money, to give fair coverage and equitable access to opposition parties, help ensure appropriate media

behavior during elections. The media have traditionally been understood to refer to the printed press as

well as radio and television broadcasters. In recent years however, the definition has become broader,

encompassing new media including online journalism, and social media. Citizen journalism is widely

gaining traction, including in countries where traditional media is either controlled or strictly regulated.”

For more information about media as Open Forum for Debate/Public Voice and as a Campaign Platform

please visit: https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/me/introduction/me10/me10b

Accessibility: Accessibility and inclusivity are two inseparable components of a fair election. Polling stations

should be open on time and a complaint mechanism should be in place for the voters to address any

concerns. However, this is only possible if the polling stations are accessible. Transportation to the polls

should be provided by the government or NGOs if necessary. This is crucial for people in rural areas, polling

stations should be installed in all settlements. Asia’s overall geography enables a lot of rural settlings;

however, the roads are not developed and some settlements are almost “in the middle of nowhere”, thus,

cannot be reached by any means and disconnected from any and all surroundings. To understand and solve

this problem we can take a look into Indian election process. India tries to implement the “Polling stations

need to be set up wherever people live” rule, and it is not an easy task. Since there are about 900 million

eligible voters in India, the election needs to come to them. India has to reach voters in coastal cities, in rural

regions and even jungles. They try to make sure that every Indian citizen is within 2 kms of a polling station.

Election workers travel more than 100 kilometers (via boats, bikes, elephants, hiking, helicopters, camels)

with Electronic Voting Machines or EVMs which logs India’s votes. India has around 2.3 million EVMs for

her 900 million voters. Hence, getting EVMs close to every voter is a difficult logistical undertaking. This is

the reason India does not have a single day for elections but a month. The traveling polling stations can be an

inspiration for Asian countries with small remote islands, mountainous regions and jungles.

Security: In order to exercise a safe and peaceful electoral process, states should take measures to prevent

electoral violence. Also it is States’ duty to ensure that the principle of the secret ballot is respected, and that

voters are able to cast their ballots freely, without fear or intimidation. The International Foundation for



Electoral Systems (IFES) has come up with a number of security approaches and tools. One that should be

mentioned is ‘Enabling a Peaceful Environment to Administer Credible Elections’. It aims to hold electoral

security trainings for election

workers and law enforcement

officers, encouraging collaboration.

Violence  against women during

elections

has tended to involve intimidation

and psychological violence rather

than physical violence. This

violence needs to be documented,

condemned and prosecuted, and

steps taken to prevent it.

Unfortunately, many Asian

countries struggle with

maintaining a peaceful
environment during and after elections despite heavy security measures. For instance, in the Afghanistan

Elections of 2019 most people didn’t turn out at the polling stations because of the bomb attacks from

militants and threats from the Taliban. The voting was delayed twice already. 72.000 members of security

forces were on the job across the country to protect voters. Despite the security measures, four people were

killed and many were wounded in the bomb attacks. Stronger enforcement and complaint mechanisms are

needed; standards and regulations must be observed.

Training Election Workers: Trained election officials who know and apply the rules governing the conduct

of the election are essential to a fair election process. Many elections failed to reflect reliable results due to

poorly trained election officials who did not follow the rules. Training should be clear, understandable and

“hand on”, using the same type of materials that will be used on Election Day. Election day workers should

have the opportunity to see the materials they will be working with and to understand how to carry out the

election procedures.

Ballot Design and Layout: Election laws should clearly explain the ballot format and layout, without putting

any question mark in the minds. The laws should specify points such as the size of the letters, the spacing,

and whether or not titles, nicknames or slogans are permissible. Unjust name placement and other

inconsistencies should be avoided. The ballot should be readable by all voters. Common symbols and logos

can be added as mentioned before.

Voter Education: Educating masses on certain topics such as their right to vote, how they can cast a ballot,

how they can register, who they can vote for etc. is indubitably the most important factor of exercising



democracy. Underprivileged women, ethnic minorities, people with disabilities and other disadvantaged

persons are often unable to cast their votes, and many do not know their rights and responsibilities in this

regard. Statistics show that about 50 percent of women voters who do not know about their rights,

responsibilities and the voting process. They are also often influenced by their male relatives in choosing

their representatives, and feel discouraged from participating due to their ignorance. If they are educated,

they can cast their votes according to their own choice, which is one of most important factors for

establishing good governance and a sustainable democracy. Many votes are disregarded simply because of

the lack of instructions on how to vote. Fortunately, the proportion of invalid votes are very low in Asia.

Such civic education was carried out in Bangladesh with the partnership of Asian Foundation and the

Bangladesh Election Commission. Also, The Election Commission of Indonesia (Komisi Pemilihan Umum)

has a mission to enhance people’s electoral awareness so as to achieve a democratic Indonesian society. You

can find more on their mission via: http://aerc-anfrel.org/country/indonesia/civic-and-voter-education/. Voter

education should be encouraged at all platforms in order to reach to as many people as possible. Information

should be available to everyone and it should consist of objective, non-partisan information. Everyone who is

eligible to vote should have access to the information. Due to the geography of the Asian continent some

areas are quite rural and the transportation is underdeveloped. NGOs and political parties should be included

in the voter education programs and encouraged to put their own efforts. Traveling groups of NGO

volunteers are a good way of spreading objective information; however, it is neither time efficient nor cheap.

Media outlets can be used in promoting non-partisan public service announcements.

Cambodia Elections

2018

Hun Sen has been the

Prime Minister of

Cambodia for 35 years,

ever since the brutal

Khmer Rouge regime was

overthrown. He acted as a

deputy commander in

Khmer Rouge (Pol Pot

Regime) in the 1970s until he took part in the coup and took power in 1997 with the help of Vietnamese. His

long time in service is under favor of repression and corruption. In the most recent elections in Cambodia,

Hun Sen’s party, Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), ran unopposed. The main opposition party was the

Cambodia National Rescue Party, however; it was dissolved by force. Ever since, he has been ruling

virtually unopposed. In other words, he has turned Cambodia into a de facto one-party state. Several high

profile activists have been killed under the current government and the media is facing censorship. United

States and the European Union have retracted their backing for the election while China has expressed its

ongoing support.



To understand how Cambodia ended up here, we must look into the past events. In 1993, CPP came second

in a UN-organized election. Nevertheless, Hun Sen’s unspoken backing of several provinces’ threat of

separation saw him allowed to share power in government. The truce lasted only four years, until he took

complete power in the 1997 coup. Until 2013, the CPP ruled unopposed as well, with Hun Sen plotting

against opposers and removing any threat of internal opposition. But at that year’s general election the ruling

party was almost defeated by the new Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP), formed the previous year

by gathering the parties of two opposition leaders, Sam Rainsy and Kem Sokha, under one party. Despite

protests and international investigation, Hun Sen refused to resign. His aim was to get rid of the opposition

and solve this ‘problem’ completely. Sam Rainsy fled the country in late 2015 and Kem Sokha was arrested

for treason in September 2017. As I have mentioned, the CNRP was dissolved by force that November, on

charges of collaborating with the United States to launch a coup, which is a charge Sokha denies. His

daughter Monovithya, who had fled the country to avoid imprisonment, reported that his father has been

denied medical attention during his time in prison. She told the journalists: "My father's health is not doing

well. He needed bone laser surgery and the bone is overgrown on his left shoulder and he can't move it. He is

in a lot of pain”

The experts of Advisory Panel must come up with effective solutions to revive the opposition movement and

assure a free and fair election in Cambodia. His government has avoided major sanctions from the US so far,

while relations with Washington have warmed since the new American ambassador arrived in Phnom Penh.

Another economic sanction was posed by the European Union

earlier this year, thrust into the limelight after the arrest of

Sokha. European Union is the largest buyer of Cambodia’s

exports, and its threat to remove Cambodia from the preferential

deal could destroy parts of the country’s export-driven economy.

The process of withdrawal began in February 12, and could take

18 months to finalize, though Brussels can call it off if it feels Cambodia is making progress on rights and

democracy. If the EU sanctions are finalized, it would strip Cambodia from the EBA scheme, which will

result in the removal will put many of its 700,000 garment workers, who are mainly young, female migrants

from the countryside, out of work.

People’s Republic of China, Cambodia’s closest ally and biggest supporter, is offering financial aid and  loans

to Hun Sen. Under Hun Sen’s rule, billions of

dollars in Chinese investments helped Cambodia

become one of the fastest-growing economies in

the world. The financial help is a result of the

aggressive Chinese strategy to wipe out the US

backed history of Cambodia. This is also the

reason that Cambodia has financially been able



to not give into European Union’s trade

preferences and other sanctions yet. Hun Sen

said: “Cambodia won’t bow its head to

anybody” trusting the support of China, along

side with the fact that they are one of the biggest garment suppliers to EU. However, China cannot readily

replace the EU or the United States, as a major importer of Cambodian products. One possibility is that

China could agree to buy Cambodian products regardless of its domestic demand to compensate the Western

sanctions, though this would likely be a short-term measure and would not be sustainable over the long-term.

According to some experts, China's intense level of involvement in Cambodian elections is an indication of

the future of Asia, as investment in other regional countries—part of the Eurasian One Belt, One Road

initiative—hits record levels. Hun Sen, who spent five days in Beijing for the second Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI) Forum, arrived home on April 29 with half a dozen new trade agreements that he said brings

“Cambodia-China relations to their best level ever.” He also recently said: “The two sides should deepen

cooperation on jointly building the Belt and Road, and construct key projects such as special economic

zones, airports and highways.” During his latest visit to China, Hun Sen was keen to stress that the

Sihanoukville Special Economic Zone (SSEZ), a major destination of Chinese investment in Cambodia, is an

illustration of the success of bilateral trade and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The 148 Chinese

firms based in this zone have created jobs for over 20.000 workers. Though, China is more likely to offer

investment in either traditional sectors, like agriculture, or areas that directly benefit Chinese consumers,

such as tourism and gambling. The Cambodian government has said it hopes to attract three million Chinese

visitors by 2020 and eight million by 2030. It is also claimed that the Chinese involvement in other

‘democracies’ is not just happening in Cambodia.

He has secured his position in the government and even vowed to remain in power for another decade. It is

thought that he will pass his power to one of his sons, creating an almost dynasty-like system in Cambodia.

Hun Manet, his eldest son, is most likely the first person in the succession line. He was made the de facto

head of the Cambodian military in 2018. Though, he will still need his father’s support to expand his

political network, gain the trust of the political elite and increase his popularity amongst the public. His other

sons are in charge of other units of the CPP. His daughters, on the other hand, are in control of their own

media empire.

The democracy in Cambodia must not be treated like it is a real one, and immediate action must be taken to

restore democracy.

Thailand Elections

Military forces seized power in Thailand



in a coup that took place in 2014, after

months of political unrest. It promised a

temporary transition process until peace

was restored. Despite the promises of

elections and democracy, military junta

would not let go of their new position. In

March 2019, they staged an election that

proved to be a setup. The United States

and European Union have called for a return to a democracy. However, the Thai military junta has been

attacking opponents since the coup, arresting them on made-up charges. They are also being sent to military

camps for ‘attitude adjustments’ and unfortunately the police and military officers are sexually assaulting

women opponents during interrogations. Police brutality and violence has been increasing continuously. In

the tailored elections of 2019, candidates and political parties were barred from the competition. The junta

appointed the entire Senate, which in turn has one-third of the votes necessary to appoint a new government.

Thus, even though the party created by the military won fewer seats than the main opposition party, the

process predictably led to the selection of Prayuth, the junta’s leader, as prime minister. Prayuth is struggling

to form a new government. In fact, on July 1, Prayuth even raised the possibility of another military

coup.The United States and EU are tending to become more ignorant about the faux democracy, partially

because they are worried about the increasing Chinese influence in the region. However, with increasing

police brutality and violation on human rights, the issue must be tackled as soon as possible.

D. Timeline of Important Events in the Evolution of Democracy

594 BC — Solon and his reforms began. A court formed by citizens turned Athens into a simple form of

democracy which lasted for many centuries.

509 BC — Roman Republic is founded. Though quite different from today’s understanding of democracy,

the form of government was somewhat democratic (i.e. citizen representation)

508 BC — First recorded direct democracy. The Athenians were able to vote directly for laws. 507 BC —

Cleisthenes, an Athenian ruler, attempted on forming a modest form of democracy. He set up a  council of

500 male citizens. Still to this day, US House of Representatives are based on the foundation of  his

thoughts.

384 BC — Aristotle wrote about democracy, though he was not fond of it, his idea of democracy helped

developing the vision further.

AD 1133 — King Henry the 2nd established the Grand Jury System.

1215 — Magna Carta was signed, forcing the English monarch at the time to sign the “Great Charter” and

give up his reign while giving power to the people. The King had to consult his nobles before making

important decisions on taxation and war.



1295 — England established parliament consisting of 650 members (nobles, knights, bishops, and two

citizens from each town in England).

1689 — Montesqeau expressed his idea of the separation of powers between the government and the people,

the legislative, executive and judicial brach.

1789 — The US Constitution established a representative democracy whereby citizens vote for

representatives to make laws.

E. Possible Solutions

International Foundation for Election Systems’ Guideline

International Foundation for Election Systems set a guideline to exercise “free and fair” elections. These are:

(1) Participatory government where persons have the right to elect their representatives. (2) Persons are

allowed to vote by secret ballot. (3) Persons have the opportunity to become a candidate. (3) Persons are

provided with impartial election information. (4) Every citizen of voting age has: (a) The right to vote on a

non-discriminatory basis, (b) access to effective and impartial procedures for voter registration, (c) equal

access to a polling station in order to vote, (d) the right to exercise their vote equally with other and to have

their vote accorded equivalent weight to all others. (5) The right of people to join with others to establish a

political party or organization to compete in an election. (6) People can express political opinions without

interference or intimidation. (7) Candidates can move freely within the country in order to campaign. (8) The

ability of political parties and political candidates to campaign on an equal basis with other parties and

candidates. (9) Access to the media for all candidates to put forth their political views.

Another point to consider is the barrier of political corruption. To inspire political trust, the rule of law and

the impartiality of judicial and law enforcement institutions must be strengthened in many countries of Asia.

Enforcement officials must adopt a professional policing culture that protects and serves citizens impartially.

Judges must defend the separation of powers and uphold their duty to protect the rights of every citizen by

applying the law without favor in accordance with the constitution.

Citizens must never lose faith in the electoral process, Electoral Management Bodies (EMBs) are responsible

for overseeing and managing the conduct of all aspects of elections, from voter registration to the validation

of nominations, from vote counting to election disputes. EMBs must defend their independence, to ensure

that elections are conducted and managed with integrity. Laws and regulations are needed to ensure

accountability in elections. Public trust in the electoral process and its institutions can only be restored by

reforms to regulatory frameworks, effectively implemented, supported by more transparent and professional

EMBs. EMBs should adopt an open and innovative approach to election management and be more

transparent. In Indonesia, for example, voting forms used during the election can be photographed by anyone

and uploaded to the website of the General Election Commission (KPU). This increases the credibility of the



system whilst ensuring transparency.

In 21st century, technology is another point to consider. Technology can complicate the electoral process in

many cases (i.e US Elections of 2016, Russian intervention). It can also cause public mistrust easily because

it is hard to audit or monitor.

Just as the financing of economic activity requires regulation to ensure accountability and transparency, so

too does the financing of elections. In addition, political finance regulations should guarantee equal access to

public resources. International standards should guide practice. The regulation and administration of

electoral funds should be governed by international standards . ASEAN countries could adopt OECD

indicators to distinguish political donations from financial assistance.

F. Relevant UN Documents

• Principles and Types of UN Electoral Assistance (FP/01/2012 Policy Directive)
https://dppa.un.org/sites/default/files/ead_pd_principles_and_types_of_un_ea_20120511_e.pdf

• United Nations Electoral Needs Assessments (FP/02/2012 Guideline)
https://dppa.un.org/sites/default/files/ead_guideline_un_electoral_needs_assessments_20120511_e.pdf

• UN Support to International Election Observers (FP/03/2012 Policy Directive)
https://dppa.un.org/sites/default/files/ead_pd_un_support_to_international_election_observers_20120628

_ e.pdf

• Promoting women's electoral and political participation through UN electoral assistance (FP/03/2013
Policy Directive)

https://dppa.un.org/sites/default/files/ead_pd_promoting_womens_electoral_political_participation_throug

h_un_ea_20131224_e.pdf

• Preventing and Mitigating Election-related Violence (FP/01/2016 Policy Directive)
https://dppa.un.org/sites/default/files/ead_pd_preventing_mitigating_election

related_violence_20160601_e.pdf

United Nations also provides a wide range of assistance, namely: technical assistance, support to creating a

conducive environment, organization and conduct of an electoral process, certification, electoral observation,

supervision of elections, panels of

political and/or electoral experts,

coordination of electoral observers. If a

Member State wishes to request

assistance, their head of government

or minister of foreign affairs of the

UN must send a formal written

request. Since electoral preparation



and voter registration is a process that

takes months or even years, requests

for electoral assistance should be

submitted in advance of the election

event. The UN is a trusted impartial

actor providing electoral assistance to

approximately 60 countries each year, either at the request of Member States or based on a Security Council

or General Assembly mandate. UN electoral assistance has been a crucial and successful component in

peacekeeping, peacebuilding, and in establishing and deepening democratic governance. There is also a UN

Democracy Fund (UNDEF) which plays an important role in funding projects that encourages the

participation of all groups in democratic processes. Most of UNDEF funds go to local civil society

organizations in countries in both the transition and consolidation phases of democratization.

G. Further Reading

1)

https://www.ipu.org/our-impact/strong-parliaments/setting-standards/declaration-criteria-free-and-fair

elections

2) https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Elections.pdf

3) https://asiafoundation.org/resources/pdfs/PromotingFairElectionsinSouthAsia.pdf
4) https://www.kofiannanfoundation.org/web/app/uploads/2018/04/Democracy-in-Southeast-Asia.pdf
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